








CONNECTICUT 
EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE: 
AND 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 








Vou. VIL] JUNE, 1814. (No. 6. 








A MISSIONARY SERMON, delivered in the North Presbyterian 
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request of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut.— 


By the Rev. Samuet Merwin, Pastor of the Church in United 
Society, New-Haven. 


Isarau Xxxv. |. 


The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them, and the 
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 


Tus passage is part of a prophecy which relates to the exten- 
sion of the gospel. Whether the reference is to its propagation 
among the Jews, or Gentiles, is, in one view of the subject, per- 
fectly immaterial. If it can receive its accomplishment only 
in the dissemination of the gospel, it must for this purpose be 
disseminated. 

That the words of the text are prophetic, appears on the face of 
them.—T hat they relate to evangelical blessings is clear. This is 
the particular subject of this, and the preceding chapter. 

Most of the inspired writers, and this prophet in particular, 
frequently use similar phraseology, to denote the blessings of the 
gospel. This is the grand scope, and ultimate design of all pro- 
phecy. It is the stupendous design, to characterize which, 
beggars human Janguage, and transcends human thought—a de- 
sign replete with good will to men and glory to God, which 
meets the observing eye on almost every page of the Bible. It is 
the quickening spirit which pervades, encircles, and irradiates the 
book of God. “The testimony of Jesus isthe spirit of prophe- 
cy.” The Scriptures, especially the prophetic parts, mainly testi- 
'y concerning the advent, character, and kingdom, of the Messiah. 
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The language of the text is highly figurative. The imagery js 
very beautilul. Nature pays tribute to gracc. Objects of the 
natural world are put in rhetorical requisition, avd made to live, 
move, and sing for joy, adequately to represent the benignant 
effects of the gospel upon mankind. The wilderness, solitary 
place; and desert, denote places in which there is a famine of the 
word, institutions, and ordinances of God. Where, as to faith in 
the divine Redeemer, the hope of heavenly felicity, and the 
solemn realities of eternity, “ darkness covers the earth, and 
gross darkness the people.” 

But verdure is to quicken in the desert., In the barren heath, 
salutary plants are to take root. “I wiil make the wilderness a 
pool of water, and the dry land springs of water, (saith the Lord.) 
f will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the myrtle, and the oil: 
tree ; I will set in the desert the fig-tree, and the pine, and the 
box-tree together.” Upon the mountains shall tread the feet, 
and be heard the voice of them that bring “ good tidings, that 
publish peace ; that brmg good tidings of good, that publish sal- 
vation.” The gospel is to be preached, churches formed, the 
Sabbath celebrated, the Christian ordinances administered, all the 
means of grace enjoyed, and spiritual worshippers anc the fruils 
of holiness to abound. Nor are limits assigned to the extension 
of these blessings. ‘They are to be co-extensive with the fool- 
steps of fallen man. The text, then, more than intimates the 
establishment of an universal empire. ‘This proposition has goad- 
ed the breast of ambition, and spread wide the desolating calami- 
ties of war, but is to be realized ouly when he, whose peculiar 
right it is to reign, shall take to himself his mighty power. 

I. Let me call your attention to the basis and import of this 
proposilion. It rests on the sure basis of the word of Ged. 

1. It includes the restoration of the Jews from their captivity 
and dispersion, and their conversion to the Christian faith. For 
ages, the imprecated blood of Christ has rested on them and their 
children. . Kor ages, Jerusalem has been trodden down of the 
Gentiles. Tor ages, they have read Moses and the prophets 
with a veil upon their faces; have wandered in foreign lands, 
and been the scorn of their enemies—the scorn of nations—the 
scorn of the world. But hear what God has engaged to do 
for them: “TIT will take you from among the heathen, and will 
gather you out of (all) the countries, wherein ye are scattered. 
JT will settle you after your old estates, and I will do better unto 
you than at your beginnings. ‘Then wiil I sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all your filthiness, an4 
from all your idols will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I 
give you. And they shall dwell in the land that I have given to 
Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt, and they 
shall dwell therein, even they and their children, and their chil- 
dren’s children, for ever, and my servant David (Christ the sos 
of David) shall be their prince for ever.” 
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Questions of mere curiosity on this stibject, I shall not meddle 
with. Our time Can be better employed. 

2. The proposition in the text includes the extension of the 
Christian Church among all the Gentile nations 

“ It shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of 
the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations.shall flow un- 
to it.’ ‘ From one new moon to another, and from one sabbath 
to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the 
Lord.” From the rising of the sun, even to the going down of 
the same, my name shall be great among the Gentiles, and in ev- 
ery place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a free offer- 
ing.’ Then the seventh angel shall sound, and the voice from 
heaven be heard, saying, * ‘he kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign forever and ever.” 

3. The means of grace will be used with wonderful suceces.— 
The heads and hearts of men will be wiscr and better. Knowl- 
edge, especially divine knowledge, will be astonishingly increas- 
ed. ‘* In that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, 
and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of 
darkness. ‘They also that erred in spirit shall come to under- 
standing ; and they that murmured shall learn doctrine.” * ‘The 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.” 

4. The church will be pure. 

“ Judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and rightcousness re- 
main in the fruitful field.” * There shall be no more the Canaan- 
ite in the house of the Lord of hosts.” “ Zion shall look forth as 
the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as 
an army with banners.” 

5. There will be universal peace, love, and union. 

“ Nation shall not liftup sword against nation, neither shall they 
Jearn war any more.” ‘“ The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf, and the 
young lion, and the fatling together ; and a little child shall lead 
them.” ‘ They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tains. The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the 
little hills by righteousness. In his days shall the righteous flour- 
ish, and abundance of peace so Jong as the moon endureth.” 

Happy period, delightful day, redeemed world! In anticipa- 
tion of a sight so sublime, an era so glorious, how ought the dis- 
tinctions of nations and sects to be forgotten! Instead of unfurl- 
ing the peity flags of faction, how ought all to muster under the 
mighty banner of the cross ! , 

II. Let me call your attention to the means of producing this 
desirable consummation. 

_ The providences of God will unquestionably, arrest the atten- 
Lion of those who are particularly observant of the signs of the 
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times. The eye of faith especially will see a “ heavenly hand 
leading every event to its destined issue, and touching the secret 
spring of every dispensation.” 

The Holy Spirit will be the grand agent employed. It was the 
Spirit that reduced chaos to order, and prepared the earth to be the 
fit habitation of man, beasts, and birds. By the Spirit’s aid Ze- 
rubbabel wasto rebuild the temple. ‘“ Not by might nor by 
power, but by my Spirit” saith the Lord. The Spirit enabled the 
apestles to speak with tongues. And though another pentecost is 
not to be expected, men may experience the happy effects of ma- 
ny. ‘The present dispensation is peculiarly the dispensation of 
the Spirit. ‘ Upon the house of David, and upon the inhabit: 
ants of Jerusalem, God has promised to pour the Spirit of grace 
and supplication.” ‘Thorns and briars will cover the ground ; 
the wilderness, solitary place, and desert, will remain sterile, si- 
lent and joyless, “ until the Spirit be poured from on high.”— 
“Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness 
remain in the fruitful field.” 

The means ave few and simple. ‘They are all comprised in, 
and grow out of the dispersion and preaching of the gospel.— 
“ Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be sa- 
ved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not be- 
lieved ? and how shall they believe in him cf whom they have 
not heard ? and how shall they hear without a preacher ? and 
how shall they preach except they be sent.” The particular pro 
cess is here described. Men must invoke the name of Christ.— 
They must pray, “every where, lifling up holy hands, without 
wrath and doubting.” But prayer must be preferred in faith— 
“ He that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he 
is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Without 
faith, it-is impossible to please him. But “ faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God.” And how shall they hear 
without a preacher ? Preaching is ordinarily necessary to hearing, 
hearing is necessary to believing, believing is necessary to prayer, 
and prayer is essential to salvation. Traced back, all depends on 
preaching. This is the first link of the chain. ‘The commence- 
ment of a grand series. But “ how shall they preach except they 
be sent? Did Christ, when he ascended, impart gifts to men, for 
the perfecting of the work of the ministry ? and is it expressly 
called, the ministry of reconciliation ? then men must be prepar- 
ed and commissioned, for the ministry. They must be sent to 
preach ; and they must preach, and lost sinners must hear. God 
is able to convert men, and cause the gospel to triumph through 
the earth without means. But from what he is able to do we can 
form no conclusion what he will do. ‘The fact that he has done 
it, is no assurance that he will hereafter doit. Though Paul was 
miraculously struck uuder conviction, it was the address of Christ 
which laid him prostrate ; and then Ananias preached to him, 
laid his hands on him, and prayed over him, before the scales 
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fell from his eyes. Preaching was the weapon which, in Paul’s 
hand, became mighty through God, to the pulling down of strong 
holds. His commission to preach the gospel to the Gentiles, was 
to “ open their eyes, and toturn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they might receive 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sancti- 
fied by faithin Jesus. For in Christ Jesus, he assures the Corrin- 
thians, I have begotten “ you through the gospel.” “ Born,” says 
Peter, “not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached un- 
to you.” The sword of the Spirit is the word of God. By the 
word the Spirit ordinarily works. ‘The word, read or heard, is 
pre-eminently the chief instrument of converting sinners, edifying 
saints, and enlarging the kingdom of Christ. 

History corroborates this view of the subject. Making due allow- 
ance for their corruption, was there not among the ancient Israel- 
ites, a vast deal more religion than there was among the nations, 
around them? What occasioned the great difference in this res- 
pect between them and their neighbors? Because “ that unto 
them were committed the oracles of God.” A portion of the 
law of Moses was read and enforced every Sabbath in the syna- 
gogues, and contributed greatly to the maintenance of piety 
among them. How did the herald of Christ “ prepare the way 
of the Lord, and make straight in the desert a high way for our 
God?” He came and spoke in the power and spirit of Elias, and 
“many of the children of Israel did he turn to the Lord their 
God.” 

While Christ was among men, and after his ascension, those 
who became his followers had the “ Gospel first preached to 
them.” 

The apostles all went forth, and preached the word every 
where the Lord working with them. Jt was when Barnabas and 
Paul, at Iconium, went together into the synagogue and spoke, 
“thatagreat multitude, both of the Jews, and also of the Greeks, be- 
lieved.” ‘The word preached by Peter on the day of pentecost, prick- 
edto the heart three thousand souls. “ Christ suffered and rose from 
the dead, that repentance and remission of sins should be pre: ch- 
ed in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

The reading of the word has been instrumental in promoting 
true religion, and extending the limits of the Christian church. 
The Scriptures were, for this purpose, early circulated ; and be- 
gan tobe translated into different languages as soon as the gift of 
tongues ceased. At the time of the reformation particularly, 
when the Scriptures had for centuries been almost confined to a 
(lead language, and locked up from the great mass of the people, 
the new translations which were made, and the reading and 
preaching of the word, were wonderfully successful in propagating 
the Christian faith. 
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The Bible and the exercise of the Christian ministry have ey- 
er since gone hand in hand, and are at this day producing effects 
without a parallel, except ia apostolical times. 

The angel, ten thousand angels are flying through the midst of 
heaven, preaching the everlasting gospel to the nations; and by 
translations made and making into almost all living tongues, God 
seems to be “ turning to the people a pure language, that they 
may Call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one con- 
sent.” 

Advert to Living facts, and behold the efficacy of the written 
and preached word. Compare Protcstant and Pagan nations. 
Do gross vices pollute the face of the former? There also are 
to be found thousands of the faithful followers of the Lamb; while 
the latter with all the vices are destitute of the virtues of the for- 
mer. Jn lands which have not been visited by the light of the gos- 
pel, you find none of those bright spots which irradiate the darkest 
parts o} Christendom. ‘ There is no truth, nor mercy, nor knov!- 
edge of God in the lond. By swearing and lying, killing and 
stealing, and committing adultery, they break out and blood 

toucheth bleed.” 

W.-uce this great difference between the state of Christian 
avi! «am naiions? Why are there, among the latter, to human 
¥ smuers turned from the error of their ways to the living 
é uy do no sacrifices, from contrite hearts, asceud as incense 

1? Because the glad tidings of great joy have never been 
cdamong them. Therefore the people live in darkness, 
ana “1 without hope. 

What high honor, then, does God put upon his word, and the 
institution of preaching ? These are the means by which, inev- 
ery age, he has levelled mountains, raised valiies, made crooked 
places strait, and rough places smooth. ‘To these is allotted the 
exalted destiny of restoring the Jews, converting the Gentiles, 
planting roses in the desert, waking the solitary place to joy and 
singing; causing the majesty, fertility, beauty, and fragrance of 
Lebanon, Carmel, and Sharon to adorn every part of every 
Hand, aud all flesh to see the glory of the Lord and the excellen- 
cy of our God. Here permit me to make a remark or two. Are 
these the means of introducing this glorious state of things? 
How false then are the theories of some philosophizing pects ant 
vistonary statesmen on the subject ? How many fine things on paper. 
have they, in the plenitude of their philanthropy, said and sung ? 
How many plans have been formed to enlighten the ignorant, re- 
lieve the wretched, emancipate the enslaved, and ameliorate the 
condition of the human family—in which not only no influence 
is ascribed to the gospel, but from which the gospel is utterly exclu- 
ded! Civil liberty, philosophy, science, improvements in the arts, 
and more perfect forms and better principles of national govern- 
ment, are expected to banish the miseries and deformities of fallen 
man, and restore the innocence and felicity of his primeval state. 
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Delusive schemes ! Cobweb theories! The history of ages proclaims 
their fallacy. ‘The experiment has been made. The result is 
onrecord. ‘* Where is the wise ? Where is the Scribe ? Where 
is the disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world ? For after that, in the wisdom of God, the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that belicve.” ‘Che influence of the 
gospel, indeed, is indispensable to a political millenium ; a millen- 
ium of social refincment, domestic enjoyment, and public tranquil- 
hity. 

Here pausing a moment we can duly appreciate the object of Mis- 
sionary and Bible Societies. What is this object ? ‘lo cause the 
doctrines of the cross like the rays of the sun to go out into all 
the earth ;—to send the words of eternal life, and the miuisters of 
reconciliation, lo every human habitation. Heaven-born enter- 
prise! God-like desiga! Those engaged in it are co-operating 
with the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. What object but this 
ave all the counsels of heaven, which have been unfolding for 
six thousand years, conspired to advance ? For what but to sub- 
serve this are all the movements and changes which, during the lat- 
ter part of the last and since the commencement of the present 
century, have astonished and convulsed the world ? God is build- 
ing Jerusalem in troublous times. He is redeeming Zion with 
judgment, and her converts with righteousness. He is overturn- 
ing, overturning, aud overturning, that he may form the nations 
into one vast, universal empire to be given to his Son. 

If. Let us consicer whether any, and what duties devolve on 
us in relation to this subject. 

Can we, as men, behold the progress of so interesting a dra- 
ma, and feel wo desire to act a part? Shall we continue luke- 
warm to the cause of God ? Shall we do nothing, or be content 
with doing little, to improve -the condition, aud elevate toward 
heaven the views of millions who are of kindred blood ? Shall we 
not join in the benevolent undertaking, to enlighten, soften, and pu- 
rify the dark places of the earth, which are full of the habitations of 
ctuelty ? Does the salvation of sinners ordinarily, and does the 
commencement of the millennial felicity and glory depend upon 
the preaching and circulation of divine ruth ? ‘then the truth 
must be circulated and preached. But by whom can this be done, 
unless by those who already enjoy the best of heaven’s blessings ? 
Our duty, the duty of ail Christendom, is clear, incontrovertible 
and imperious. Something must be done, auch cught to be doue, 
to furnish the destitute and benighted with the water, bread, and 
light of Tife eternal. But what is to be done ? Officers, ‘Irustees, 
und Missionaries are to do the deliberative and execulive parts 
of the business. Still we al! have a part lo perform. 

We should all pray ; pray for the enlargement, peace, and pros- 
perity of the Christian church. Unless we proy, there will be a 
ant of missionaries. ‘Ihe Spirit will not be poured cut to sauc- 
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tify men for the service. We are, therefore, to “ pray the Lord 
of the harvest that he would send forth laborers into his harvest,” 
If missionaries are called and sent out, they will labor in vain, 
unless prayers are offered up for their success. 

But deliberation and prayer are not all, nor is the work of 
the Spirit directly, all that is necessary to be done. 

The earth must help the woman. We must honor the Lord 
with our swbstance. ‘The silver and gold are the Lord’s, and to 
his treasury we must give freely according to our ability. 

All, then, may, and should bear a part in diffusing the gospel of 
God, and with that his glory through the world. Some by labor. 
ing directly in the vineyard; some by selecting, qualifying, and 
sending forth laborers ; some by giving liberally of the little or 
much, which the Lord hath given them ; and all, by earnest 
and persevering prayer to Him, without whose blessing, Paul 
plants and Apollos waters in vain. 

An extensive field lies before us. We may choose what part 
to cultivate. There are Bible Societies, and Societies for the support 
of missions, both foreign and domestic. ‘These institutions, like a 
brilliant constellation, already gild the horizon with their lustre, 
and yet are but the dawn of duy. Among these The Missiona- 
ry Society of Connecticut shines conspicuous. ~On account of its 
character, and the field of its operations, it has peculiar claims 
upon us, and the people of this State. It is the Society of the 
State, and has been from the first patronized by the constituted 
authorities of the State. It has been in operation fifteen years. 
The oldest of the kind in the country, it is free from the suspicion 
of having had its origin in local jealousy, unhallowed ambition 
or sectarian pride. It is, I trust, the offspring of benevolence, 
faith, and prayer. Sure I am that it has been consecrated by pray- 
er, benedictions, and tears of gratitude, joy, and hope. How 
many missionaries has it sent out! To how many thousands of 
the poor has it caused the gospel to be preached | ‘To how many 
solitary families has it spoken cheering words! Into how many 
hands has it put the words of eternal life! How much has it 
done to cause the Northern and Western frontier settlements of 
our country to rejoice and sing for joy ? It has received the bles- 
sings of many ready to perish. On how many hearts is the me- 
morial of this Socicty written! Connecting the population by 
which it is supported with the resources which it has been ena- 
bled to command, probably no similar institution has done as 
much within an equal period, certainly none has done more.— 
But “ nought is dove while ought remains undone.” “ There re- 
mains yet much land to be possessed ;” much wilderness to be em- 
ployed ; many a desert to make fruitful, many a solitary tract to 
gladden with the gospel. Ilow extensive is the Macedonia of the 
West and South from which is perpetually heard the pathetic ap- 
peal, “ Come over and help us.” 
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Were inducements wanting to excite to action, I should suggest 
the following things for consideration. 

1. Your obligations to God. 

He has given you all the religious privileges which you enjoy. 
He has caused the sun of righteousness to shine upon you, and 
made you to differ from those in heathen lands. Freely ye have 
received, freely give. In this way express your gratitude to God 
and love to men. 

2. Consider your readiness to aid men in regard to the present 
Jife. ; 

When they suffer by fire, famine, war, or pestilence, you step 
forward to their relief. Ought there to be less sensibility to their 
spiritual wants and dangers? Are their souls of less value than 
their bodies ? Are the interests of eternity inferior to those of time ? 

3. Consider the effects of religion upon the present peace and 
happiness of men. 

Christianity eminently conduces to the blessings of civil liber- 
ty, the light of science, the charms of literature, and every thing 
which can dignify or embellish humanlife. As patriots, then, as 
scholars, philosophers, and lovers of mankind, you ought to exert 
yourselves to render the blessings of the Gospel universal. 

4. Consider the worth of the soul. 

What shall a man give in exchange for his soul? Compared 
with it what isthe world worth ? But are not all souls equally 
precious? The souls of others as well as your own? Will they 
not with you, lie down in everlasting burnings? or with you, 
dwell forever in joys on high? Do then for others, what you 
would have others do for you uader similar circumstances. 

What has God done for this end? He has given his beloved 
Son—given him to reproach, ignominy, and pain—to save a lost 
world. And do you not care whether others know of the Fath- 
er’s everlasting love ? 7 

What has Christ done ? Though he was rich, for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his poverty might become rich. 
He became incarnate, bled, and died, that he might save sinners 
from hell and fit them for heaven. And will you not help to ex- 
tend the saving blessings of his death ? 

What has Christ commanded ? “ Go ye, and teach all nations. 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” Are not these commands as binding now, as they were at 
the time they were given? Are they not as really binding as any 
commands in the Bible? But how can the gospel be universally 
preached, unless missionaries ‘are sent into all the earth ? And 
how can they be sent, unless furnished with the means of support ? 
Divine love may warm and comfort their hearts, but will not sus- 
tain their fainting bodies. Faith may furnish them with weapons 
lor their spiritual warfare, but faith will not feed them when they 
are hungry, nor clothe them when they are naked. If the gospel 
isto be preached to every creature, wen must preach it. They 
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must be sent and supported. The end cannot be accomplished 
without the means. And tke duty of furnishing the means is as 
clear as the daty of Inboring to accomplish the end directly. 

Do you ask why tie universal propagation of the gospel, has 
been so long delayed ? ‘The causes are those which now rctard 
its progress. ‘Tine apaihy, avarice, and depraviy of men. The 
gospel is and always has been completely prepared for universal 
propagation. The guepel days, even from Lieir commencement, 
are spoken of as the last days. And who cau say that the events 
which have extended through so many centuries, might not have 
been confined to a few, had men but done theie duty in this res- 
pect. Who can say,that it would not have been agreeable to the 
will of God, to have commenced the Millennium - centuries ago? 
And shall the criminal uegtcct of others, be alleged to justify 
cur jvactivily ? Gught we not for this reason to make more imme- 
diate, earnest, and vigorous exertions? Is il boi hieh time for the 

hristian world to awake from the sleep of ages ? 

Do you suggest, thal some missions have failed? They have 
for the want of means lo support them—perhaps for the want 
of wisdom in conducting them. What theu? have not military 
expeditions failed, and cvmmnercial schemes proved unsuccessful? 
This gives new adventurers an advantage cnabling them to profit 
by the history of their predecessors. 

Do you argue that the nations niust first be civilized ? Religion 
must help to civilize them. Without the refining influence of 
Christianity, they will be barbarous, with every other refineincrt. 

Are the ealls of charity upon you numerous? Are not the 
cals of God and Christ in the gospel, and tiict of millions of 
souls, perishing for lack of knowledge, among the most import- 
ant of them ? 

Are your means smeti? So much the greater will be your 
reward. Your mite will be a great deal compared with that of 
those who give out of tieir abundance. Put remember, “ there 
is that scatiereti and yet increaseth ; and there is that withhold- 
eth more than is meet, but it tendeli to poverty.” 

Ido not believe there is any danger thal our country or that 
this Staie will be ruined by teo liberal appropriations for the sup- 
port and propagation, of the gospel either at heme or abroad. 
Put there are causes, little thought of, to which its ruin may one 
day be owing. Faction and avarice, with thciz hydra heads and 
serpent brood of evils, stare me in the face. ‘hey have been the 
great cestroyers of republics, states, and empires. A ropacious 
spirit of wealth succceded, in Rome, to the overihrow of Carthage. 
“The success with which it was altended, soon ted to a profuse 
indulgence of vicious pleasures.” ‘This increased in proportion to 
the decay of the empire. From private degeneracy arose public 
corruption. The unprincipled acquisition of immoderate riches 
was foliowed by the mad and insatiable love of power ; and the 
common tranguillity was sacrificed to the desperate efforts of am- 
bitious chiefs contending for the sovereignty of their country. 
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Be warned then, by the experience of ages. ‘“* There is no exam- 
ple of a nation long surviving that period in its history, when the 
mere commercial spirit surmounted the nobler feelings and desires 
of man. Carthage fell, Tyre fell, Venice, Poviugal, Holland, fell ; 
and all were victims immolated upon the altar of commerce.” May 
our own country, which has in great part succeeded to their inher- 
itance, avoid their fate! May we remember that a siprit of mere 
giiu, of worldly policy, of reigning avarice, never fails to sap 
the foundation of national greatness and ensure and accelerate 
national ruin! May we remember that the sea as well as te 
Jand is his, and that he made it, and cherge every Western wind, 
and load every Atlantic wave with the high commission given 
to all men, of “teaching all nations, and baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost!”.... 
AMEN. 





I aemall vue 
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Report of the Directing Committee of the Connecticut Bible Society ; 
exhibited to the Society, at their meeting, Aicy 12, 1814, 


TO THE 


CONNECTICUT BIBLE SOCIETY, 


To be convened at Hartford, the sccond Thursday of May, instant, 
the Directing Commuttcé of the Soctety respectfully submit the 
following REPORT :« 


Tue present is an age of wonders. Within a few years, aslon- 
ishing changes and revolutions have taken place among the nations 
of the earth. Kingdoms have rapidly risen and fallen. The 
whole civilized world has been convulsed. The “ battle of the 
warrior, with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood,” has 
desolated the frozen regions of the north, and the fertile fields of 
the south. ‘The fairest portions of the earth have been drenched 
in blood. The humble village has been given up a prey to the 
plundering foe; and the proud city brought to desolation as in a 
inoment. Events, unparzileled in the annals of the world, have 
followed each other in quick suceession, “till the mind, familiariz- 
ed to scenesof horror, contemplates the fall of a nation, and the 
destruction of thousands of human lives, with little emotion. 


_* To the American edition of the ninth Report of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, lately printed in New-York, is prefixed an Advertise- 
ment ty the American publishers. There is a coincidence of thought, 
and a similarity of language, between that Adveriisement and some parts 
of this Report. The writers of the latter feel it a duty they owe to 
themselves, to declare that at the time they prepared the Report, they 
had not seen the Advertisement, nor even heardct it. The resemblance 

tween the two is, therefore, wholly accidental. 
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In the midst of this vast complication of human misery, the 
eye of faith is directed to him “ who stilleth the noise of the 
waves, andthe tumult of the people;”-+to him “that bringeth 
the princes to nothing, and maketh the judges of the earth as 
vanity.” The great Governor of the world has been chastising 
his offending subjects. The insulted majesty of Heaven has 
been vindicating the honor of his name ; and impressing on man- 
kind this importaut lesson, * Verily there is a God that judgeth in 
the earth.” “ He will cause the wrath of man to praise him, and the 
remainder of wrath he will restrain.” Under all the vicissitudes of 
private life,—in all commotions among nations,—and in the fall 
of empires, the pious mind acknowledges the hand of God, and 
exclaims, “ The Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 

The Christian also beholds, in these great events, the God of 
Zion; views him, amidst all these tumults, watching over the in« 
terests of his church, and preparing the way for its enlargement. 
He opens the holy volume, and by the light reflected from its 
sacred pages, views the changes among the nations as introductory 
to the universal dominion of him “ whose right it is” to reign. 

But it is not ouly from a confident persuasion that God will o- 
verrule all things for his own glory, and the good of his church, 
that the believer is comforted, while he beholds so much misery 
brought on the earth by the iniquity of man. He sees mauy 
things now occurring which inspire him with consolation, and lead 
him to ascribe praise to him whois king in Zion. He sees events 
happening in the moral world as remarkable for a beneficial influ- 
ence on the spiritual interests of mankind, as the events in the 
political world have been for disastrous effects on their temporal 
interests. While wide-spread desolation has resulted from the 
schemes of worldly politicians, spiritual blessings have attended 
the efforts of the friends of truth and righteousness. 

Within that period, which has been so signally marked with to- 
Kens of the divine displeasure against the wicked, God has dispo- 
sed the hearts of his people to devise many plans for the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom; and has enabled them, to a 
good degree, to carry those plans into effect. In Europe, particu- 
larly in England, and also in the United States of America, and 
in the East Indies, many Societies have been instituted whose ob- 
ject is to promote the spiritual well being of mankind ;—to {n- 
crease religious knowledge in those nations which already have 
the light of the gospel, and to diffuse that light among those that 
are perishing for Jack of knowledge. These Socicties are numer- 
ous; and though differing in name, and in the particular mode ol 
advancing their object, have the same general design in view,— 
a design which was celebrated ty the angelic host when they 
shouted, “Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” 

In contemplating these benevolent Institutions, the mind is a¥- 
rested by the British and Foreign Bible Society, which stands 
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pre-eminent, for the simplicity of its plan, the importance of its 
object, the magnitude of its effurts, the extent of its influence, 
the blessedness of its effects. The man who first suggested the 
idea of this illustrious establishment, and those who aided him in 
its institution, will be ranked among the greatest benefactors of 
mankind; and their names be had in pleasing remembrance, by 
all who feel solicitous for the glory of God and the best good of 
man. During the year ending March 31, 1813, the receipts of 
money by that Society amounted to about 340,000 Dollars ; a 
sum which, though in one sense great, is small compared with 
the vast designs proposed ultimately to be accomplished by the 
Institution. From its formation to May, 1813, a period of about 
nine years, the Society distributed in the united kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland, 221.734 Bibles, and 412,785 Testa- 
ments. This, however, is but a small part of the good it has ef- 
fected. By its instrumentality great numbers of Bibles have 
been circulated in most of the kingdoms of Europe, in the sever- 
al languages of the inhabitants ; and still further to promote its 
benevolent object, large sums of money have been given to Bible 
Societies in Kurope and America, which owe their origin to that 
parent Institution. Such Societies are already numerous, and 
increasing every year. 

Among the many Lible Societies formed in the year 1813, is 
one patticularly worthy of notice established at Petersburgh, in 
January of that year, not only with the sanction, but by the for- 
mal authority of Alexander Emperor of Russia. Ata time when 
the ruins of the ancient capital of his extensive dominions were 
still smoking with the conflagration enkindled to save the empire 
from destruction by an invading enemy, and when the nation 
were looking, in anxious suspence, for the fate of cvery thing dear 
to man of a worldly nature, 2 meeling was holden by direction of 
the Emperor, and a Society formed, “ composed of members of 
“the Greek, Armenian, Catholic, Lutheran, and Calvinistic 
“ Churches, for the express purpose of making the grace of God 
“sound from the shores of the Baltic to the Eastern ocean, and 
“from the Frozen ocean to the Black sea, and the borders of Chi- 
“na. Thus is the Bible capable of uniting Christians in the bond 
“of peace. It is the standard lifted up by the son of Jesse, 
“around which all his followers rally, in order to carry it in tri- 
*‘umph over the whole globe.” 

Nor are Europe and America the only parts of the earth which 
have as yet been benefitted, by pious and charitable Institutions 
formed within the period, during which there has been a shaking 
among the nations. Through their instrumentality, numbers of 
the Hottentots, Boschemen, and Susoos of Africa, and many of the 
roving Tartars of Asia, have been brought to know and acknow!l- 
edge the only true God, and to rejoice in a Saviour’s love. The 
extensive and populous regions of India are beginning to feel, they 
have indeed already felt, the influence of this holy charity. Bi- 
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ble Societies have heen established at Calcutta, and on the Island 
of Ceylon. On the shores of the Ganges and the Indus, the name 
of Jesus has sounded. ‘The holy Scriptures, or parts of them, 
have been translated into most of the numerous dialects of India, 
and a way is rapidly preparing for the Christian méssionary to 
tender the blessings of salvation, as announced in the holy volume, 
to the deiuded followers of Mahomet, and the blinded worshippers 
of Juggernaut, who inhabit the countries watered by those fer- 
tile streams, or who dwell on contiguous islands, where every 
breeze of air walts the most fragrant perfumes. Guided by the 
spirit of prophecy, the enlightened Christian beholds the time,— 
a time he thinks not far distant,—when the inhabitants of all 
those fertile regions, —and when indeed all the inhabitants of the 
earth,—shall read the words of eternal life each in his own lan- 
guage ; and when “ the Angel, having the everlasting gospel, shall 
fly to preach it unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” 

Of charitable Institutions of a religious nature, those formed in 
the United States have been alluded to. Here, as well as in Eu- 
rope and the Hast-Indies, there are Missionary, Rebigious Tract, 
and Bible Socicties, each of which has had more or less influcnce 
in promoting the cause of religion, within the particular sphere of 
its own operations ; and the aggregate of good produced by the 
whole is great ;—how great will not be known till all, who have 
shared in the good thus produced, shall meet around the throne 
of God, and praise him fer the various mcans used by hin in 
bringing them to glory. 

Ot the Bible Socictics in this country, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society may be considered as the origin, in this sense, that 
it took the lead in this labor ef love. It has also aided many of 
them, by generous donations of money to increase their funds. 
There is at least one Society in each State in the Union, one in 
the District of Columbia, and one inthe Missisippi Territory. In 
several of the states, there are more than one, and the number of 
the whole is thirty eight.* They ail nave the same object in 
view, the circulation of the holy Scriptures. 

The Louisiana Bible Society deserves to be mentioned particu- 
larly, as being estaviished in a part of the country where a great 
proportion of the inhabitants are Roman Catholics; and the hope 
may be indulged that it will be iustrumental of great good among 


*There are in the Province of Maine, two Bible Societies ; in New- 
gat one; in Vermont, one; in Massachusetts, four ; in Rhode- 
Island, one ; in Connecticut, one ; in New-York, nine ; in New-Jersey, 


two; in Pennsylvania, two ; in Delaware, one; in Maryland, one ; in 
Virginia, three ; in Novrth-Carolina, one ; in South-Carolina, two ; in 
Gseorgia, One ; in Ohio, one ; in Kentucky, one ; in ‘ennessee, one ; 1 
Louisiana, one ; in the District of Columbia, one ; in the Missisippi Ter- 
yitory, one. Some others may have been established, which have not 
yet come to the knowledge cf the Committee. 





814 


that 
shoul 
who. 
Cath 
circ. 
Thes 
ignor 
to pr 
ence 
now | 
in th 
H: 
Assoc 
Com 
more 
amor 
parti 
the a 
50 m: 
the d 
the v 
sequne 
year. 
Bible 
butio 
the z 
ring 
ne f 
ante 
Al 
tee | 
sed 5 
year 
gone 
han 
scrit 
of t 
Proj 
to \ 
100 
of t 
to Ul 
Nev 
tue} 


S 
ther 
kay 











314.) Fifth Report of the Connecticut Bible Socicty. 915 
that denomination of people. It is also a circumstance which 
should excite, in all the friends of divine truth, gratitude to him 
who holds the hearts of all mea in his hands, that the Roman 
€atholic Bishop, residing in New-Orleans, has consented to the 
circulation of the Scriptures among the Catholics in his diocese. 
These are mostly of Vrench exiraction, in a deplorable state of 
ignorance and blindness, and unable, even if they were disposed, 
to procure the Bible in their own language. With especial refer- 
ence to them, an edition of the Bible, inthe French language, is 
now printing in New-York, and an edition of the New Testament, 
in the same language, in Philadelphia. 

Having given this general veiw of Bible Societies, and of other 
Associations for advancing the cause of religion, the Directing 
Committee of the Connecticut Bible Society would now advert 
more particularly to the concerns of that Institution, which was 
among the first established in this country. Before reporting their 
particular proceedings, the Committee feel it their duty to call 
the attention of the Socicty to the goodness of God, in disposing 
so many of the people of the state to contribute towards providing 
the destitute with the means of salvation, by furnishing them with 
the words of life. Notwithstanding the pressure of war, and con- 
sequent public burdens, their liderality has not diminished the last 
year. And while such liberal donations have been made to the 
Bible Society, the Committee are happy to learn that contri- 
butions to the Missionary Society of Connecticut, and to 
the American Board of Commissioners for Forcign Missions du- 
ring the year past, have not lessened, but, especially as regards 
ine former of these Institutions, have been greater than at any 
antecedent period. 

At the date of their last Beport, May 5, 1512, the Commit- 
tee had on hand 579 Bibles. Since that time, they have purcha- 
sed 2500, and have received 25 which were chorged in the Jast 
years Report as sent away, but were afterwards found not to havé 
gone, making in the whole Si04. Of these 562 now remain on 
hand; and the rest have been disposed of as follows: 500 to Sub- 
scribers ; 443 to sundry persons for distribution in various parts 
of the state; and 1579 sent out of the state, viz. 200 to the 
Province of Maine ; 300 to New-Hampshire Bible Seciety ; 100 
to Vermont Bible Society ; 57 to several places in Massachusetts ; 
100 to Orange Bible Society, New-York, ond 68 to other paris 
of that state ; 56 to the nerthern counties ef Pennsylvania: 100 
to the City of Washington: 100 to Ohio Bible Society ; 200 to 
New Connecticut ; 98 to Sieubenviile, Ohio; and 200 to Ken- 
tucky Bible Society ; making 2522 distiibuted since last May. 


Since the organization of the Society, which was in May, 1803. 
there have been purchased 10723 Bibles, of which number 10,112 
have been distributed as follows : 
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Delivered to subscribers, by the general Agent, 2521 
Sent to sundry persons appointed Agents, in various 
parts of the State, to distribute Bibles to subscribers 


A and others, . > a . % » 1409 
=. Delivered by the general Agent to Ministers and oth- 
er persons, for gratuitous distribution, - ° 1993 






Total distributed in Connecticut, - - - 5914 


Sent out of the State, viz. 
To Province of Maine, - - - - 200 
: New-Hampshire Bible Society, - - = 300 
Vermont Do. - - - - 300 
Sundry places, - - - - = 122 
Massachusetts, Do. ° ° - - 125 
Rhode-Island Missionary Society, - - - 400 
Sundry places, - - - - 96 
New-York, Oneida Bible Society, - - 600 
Orange Do. - - - - $00 
Genessce Missionary Society, - - 50 
Sundry places, - - - - 153 
Pennsylvania, northern counties, - = 12% 
Ohio, Bible Society, - - ° . - 300 
Cincinnati, - - ° ° - 100 
New-Connecticut, - - ° - 659 
Steubenville, - - ° ° - 98 
Kenlucky, Bible Society, - ° ° - 260 
City of Washington, - © « «#. 800 
Total sent out of the State, - - -— = 4227 
Whole number of Bibles delivered, - 10141 
On hand May 1814, _ cc «© « 582 
Whole number purchased, o =» as « 


There have also been purchased and gratuitously distributed 
100 Testaments, 

For a statement of the Funds the Committee refer the Society 
to the Treasurer’s Account accompanying this Report, from 
which it will appear that the receipts for the past year amount 
lo $2345 50, and the expenditures to $1663 64; and that the bal- 
ance in his hands is $2951 52; of this sum $2460 form a perma- 
nent fund, arising from a part of the payment of eighty-two life 
members; thirty dollars for each permanent member, being, put- 
suant to’a vote of the Committee, appropriated to the establish- 
ment of afund. The residue of the balance, being $491 52, 1 
to be expended, as it shall become necessary to further the de- 
signs of the Society. Ol the moncy disbursed by direction of the 
Committee, $5u0 were last year sent to the East-Indies, towards 
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repairing the loss suffered by the burning of the Mission printing 
press at Serampore ; and $500 have been recently appropriated, to 
he paid in June, to aid the publication of an edition of French 
Bibles, now printing in New-York, to be re-paid, when the work 
shall be completed, by 2s many copies as that sum shall amount 
to at prime cost. These Bibles are to be subject to the order of 
the Committee. 

The preceding statement shews that of the Bibles distributed, 
4227 have been sent out of thestate. The applications for that 
divine book, from many places, especially in the new settlements, 
have been numerous, and often repeated; and the Committee 
deeply regret that it has not been in their power to answer all the 
colis thus made upon them. “ Do furnish us with a Bible,” is an 
address frequently made, by destitute families, to those who have 
acted as agents in this charity ; and painful is the thought that 
this address should have been so often made in vain. 

True it is, and it is a most pleasiag truth, that many poor fami- 
lies, in this and other states, have been gladdened by receiving in- 
to their humble dwellings the book of life. They have welcomed 
it as a precious treasure, imparted by him “ from whom cometh 
down every good and perfect gilt.” But while the members of 
the Sociely rejoice in this pleasing truth, and congratulate them- 
selves for what they have been thus enabled to do, for the relief 
of the needy, Iet them remember the many houses in which this 
treasure is not yet to be found. When they are comforted by 
reading or hearing the consoling truths contained in that blessed 
volume ; and by contemplating the glorious plan of redemption 
ihere and there only made known ; let them think of those who 
are destitute of the privileges they enjoy. Let them manifest 
iheir gratituce to him who, in this respect, has made them to dif- 
ier from others, by exerting themselves, to the utmest, to help 
forward the diffusion of the holy Scriptures, till every house in 
ine land, however mean in outward appearance, however wretch- 


ed and indigent its inhabitants, shall have within its walls that sa- 


cred book, which is suited at once tothe humble cottage of the 
peor, and to the superb mmausion of the rich. Let it not be said 
that of the many familics which people our cilies, our towns our 
villages, and our exterxsive settlements, there is one where the 
glad tidings of salvation cannot be read for want of the book 
which alowe contains those tidings. 

The past efforts of Bible Societics, to seek out the needy, and 
in part to supply them, afford no reason for becoming remiss in fu- 
ture. They should rather stimulate to stili greater exertions, 2s 
oue efect of them has been to show the urgent call for exertion. 
The good work is but begun. And witile the escmies of the 
truth are doing their utmost to disseminate the poison of error, 
let ils friends be still more engaged to diffuse the all powerful an- 
tote, Let them redouble their zeal, to spread the light ef divine 
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truth, till every dark corner shall be enlightened by ifs salutary 
beams ;—till the happy time come when all shall know the Lord, 
from the least to the greatest; and all join in one devout ascription 
of praise to him who was, and is, and is to come, God blessed 
for ever. 


In the name of the Committee, 
ANDREW YATES, Clerk. 


Hartford, May 5, 1814. 


FFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 
His Excellency JOHN COTTON SMITH, President. 


Hon. SEDIDIAT ILUNTINGTON, New-London, >: 
Rev. SAMUEL NOTT, Frankiin, f 
Rev. SAMUEL MERWIN, New-Haven, 

Rev. LYMAN BEECHER, Litchfield, ‘ 


HENRY WUDSON, Martford, Secretary. 
JOSEPH ROGERS, Hartford, Treasurcr. 


His Hon. CHAUNCEY GOODRICH, Martford, 
SAMUEL PITKIN, Esq. East-Hartford, 

lion. THEODORE DWIGHT, Hartford, 

Rev. HENRY A. ROWLAND, Windsor, 

Rev. CALVIN CHAPIN, Wethersfield, 

Rev. ANDREW YATES, East-Hartford, 
ICHABOD L. SKINNER, Esq. Hartford, 

Rev. SAMUEL GOODRICH, Berlin, 

Rev. NOAH PORTER, Farmington, 


—~ 


— 


Directing Commitice. 





Rev. ABEL FLINT, Hartford, general Agent for purchasing 
and distributing Bibles, to wuom applications for Bibles are to be 
maée. 


Agents have been appointed, in most of the towns in the slate, 
for soliciting and receiving subscriptions and donations. Those 
Agents are requested to make their rclurns either to the Treasur- 
ex at Hartford, or to Julius Deining, Esy. Litchfield; Guy Rich- 
ards, Esa, New-London, or Ciarics Sherman, New-Haven, as 
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may be most convenient. These gentlemen are appointed Agents 
of deposit, and wili be furnished with Bibles from time to time to 
supply all whe may apply to them for their annual dues, as mem- 
bers of the Society, upon beivg duly certified that payments have 
been made entitling the applicants to Bibles. ‘To them also appli- 
calions may be made for Bibles for gratuitcus distribution. 


The foliowing geutlemen are appointed Agents to search out 
the poor, ia their respective vicinities, and to supply them with 
Bibles, viz. Deacon Fiatt Coole, Danbury ; Rev. Resivell R. Swan, 
Norwalk ; Hion. John Dovenport, Stamford ; Jonathan Hunting- 
ton, Esq. Liaddam 3 Jonaliiaie Lay, Esq. Saybrook ; Rev. Wadhicin 
Lyman, D. D. East-Haddain ; Jonathan Parnes, Esq. Tolland ; 
Jabez Clark, Esq. Windi:am ; and Rev. Jecl Benedict, D. D. 
Plainfield. The chove uamed Ageuts are requested to apply for 
Bibles, as they shall need them, to the general Agent at Hartiord, 
or to the Ageuts of deposit before mentioned. 


Ichabod L. Skinner, Esa. atid the Rev. Messrs. Samuel Gocdrick, 
Caivin Chapin, and Andrew Yalcs, are a Committee to correspond 
with the Agents for recciving and soliciting subscriptions and do- 
nations, with powers to appoint other Agents for that purpose, as 
from time to time they may find necessary. 


om we 


Disbursements by order of the Directing Committee for the year 
ending May 1, 1814. 











Dis, C. Dis.C 
For 2500 Bibles at 62 3 cts. 1562 50 | 4 Boxes for do. sent to sun- 
Printing subscription papers dry places, 4 
and letters to Agents, 6 Transportation, do. to New 
do. 1600 copies fourth Re- York and Ohio, 3 
port, 35 | do. do. N. Con. 7 50 
do. and binding Bock of Box for do. 75 
Orders, & ‘Transportation, do. to New 
do. subscription papers, 5 75 Haven, 87 
2 Alphabets for the Agent, 75 || Box do. New York state, 50 
Wrapping paper for do. 54 | 3 do. do. New Hampshire, 2 25 
Box for Bibles to Vermont, 1 [11 do. do. Steubenville, 1 
do. for do. to Bloomiield | Transportation, do. do. 12 16 
and transportation, 225112 Koxes to New H. Ken- 
Transportation of Bibles to tucky, S 
Washingten, 113'|6 do. do. to sundry places, 5 
Box for do. 1 || Postage for several letters, 64 
Transportation, do. to New | 
Haven, 75 | Tctalam’tof disbursements, 1663 64 
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¢ Connecticut Bible Society in Account with Josefih Rogers, 
as their ‘Treasurer, from May 5, 1813, to May ], 1514, 


[ June, 


COUNT CURRENT. 
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1214, 
To Cash paid for sun- 
dries by order of 
the Committee, as 
pr. preceding state- 
ment, . - $ 1663 64 
May 1, To balance credited 
in new account, 


2951 52 


G 4615 16 


Permanent Fund, 
Eighty-two lifemem- 
bers, . 2460 
To be ex- 
pended, 


| 18153. 
| May 5, By balance as per 
tatement, viz. 
Permanert fund, 
Sixty-three life mem- 
bers, 1890 
To be ex- 
pended, 379 66 
1814. —$ 22€9 €6 
By amount of dona- 
tions from May 5, 
1815, to May 1, 
1814, as per pre- 
ceding statement, 2210 81 
By interest received, 
as per preceding 
statement, . 154 69 





F 4615 16 
1814, aaa eee 
May 1, By balance as a- 

bove, . » § 2951 52 








JOSEPH ROGERS, Tyreasurer. 


Examined by JENRY HUDSO. 
SAMUEL PITKI. 


Hartford, May 1, 1814. 
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The history of Enoch. 


HE history of the antedilu- 

vian world is comprised in 
limits so narrow, that we must ex- 
pect in it no more than hints of 
information. Both the events 
of that period, and the charac- 
ters which were notable, are 
barely mentioned without any 
enumeration of particulars. The 
insertion of particulars could not 
be admitted into a history of 
near two thousand years, which 
was to be confined within so 
smaliacompass. Things neces- 


sary to point out the general 
course of the world. and exhibit 
to view the characters of men, 
are all that could be noticed in 
such a history. 

Among the notable charae- 
ters ef the antediluvian world, 
Enoch holds a_ distinguished 
rank. Yet all his biography is 
comprised within the limits of 
four short verses. The little 
that ts respecting him in 
this history, and the netice ta- 
ken of him by the apostles 
Paul aud Jude, shew that he 
was a distinguished man. Trom 


said 


ed 
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these we fearn that he was a} 
man of piety, a prophet, aud 
distinguished in his death 

The picty of this patriarch is 
siguuied in the expression, he 
walked mth Ged. And consid- 
ering the brevity of his history, 
we must conclude it is not with- 
out meaning that the expression 
is repeated respecting him, he 
walked mith Ged. It imports 
that he was pre emincutly pious. 
He was so distinguished in piety 
that it deserved iwtice above ev- 
ery tvait in his character. 

He was reconciled unto God, 
he believed in the perfections of 
his nature, and had pleasure in 
his excellence. ‘The apostle 
Paul, in his epistle to the He- 
brews, saith that Enoch had 
this testimony, that he pleased 
God, and infers that he must 
have possessed correct views of 
God, and that he had delight in 
him. For when he had declar- 
ed that Enoch pleased God, he 
adds, ** But without faith itis 
impossible to please him : for he 
that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of them that diligentiy 
seek him.” To walk with God 
necessarily implies reconcilistion 
to his character and delight in 
him. “Can two walk together,” 
saith the prophet Amos, * except 
they be agreed?” Delighted 
with the exhibition of God’s 
glory in all his works and ways, 
Euoch experienced the feelings 
which are expressed by the 
Psalmist, saying, O Lord, our 
Lord, how exccilent is thy name 
mail the earth. And possessing 
af inward revcrence for the 
Lord, he rejoiced in his univer- 
sal presence, saying, Thou God 
Secst me, 
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He lived in obedience lo the 
conmandinents of God. ‘The 
ways of worship appointed for 
that dispensation he frequented, 
and had communion with the 
Lather of his sprit. He was in 
the assembly of the sonsof God 
aud united in the appointed ser- 
vices. The Lord, he always cet 
befcre him and had respect to 
hin above all things. He was 
fanhiul im all the obedience 
required of men, included in 
the concise precept, “ Walk be- 
fore me and be thea perfect.” 

Enoch was alsoa prophet. He 
was raised upia a time when 
corruptions began to make their 
appearance in an alarming de- 
eree 3 and was called to bear tes- 
limony for the truth in the bold- 
est manuer. He wes appointed 
to oppose that flood of ungodli- 
ness which was rapidly swelling 
in his day, and continued unlil 
in the cays of Noah, the third 
in descent from him, when the 
earth was cleared of that ungod- 
ly race by the deluge. 

‘The degree of revealed light, 
which was enjoyed by the 
church before the flood, cannot 
be ascertained with precision. 
The things which were taught 
by Enoch as a prophet can- 
not therefore be particularly 
pointed out. Things essential 
to salvation, and things calcula- 
ted to lead inen to a knowledge 
of the truth, we conclude, were 
known and preached. A few 
of these particulars may be enu- 
merated. The first revelation 
to man was made in Paradise to 
Adam and Eve. That the seed 
of the woman should bruise the 
serpent’s head, and that the ser- 
pent should bruise his heel. ‘The 
fall extent in which this was un- 
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derstood cannot be ascertained. 
Perhaps we may safely say that 
a deliverer from the rains of Sa- 
tau’s lemptation, a deliverer who 
should be emphatically the seed 
of the woman, a deiiverer who 
should be the Lord, and tirat ex- 
piatory sacrifices were necessary 


to this deliverance, were all un- | 


derstood to be implied in this pro- 
mise. On this supposition we xc- 
count for Eve’s expression ul the 


birth of Cain, say ing, T/uve gotten | 


amanthe Lord ; and in the same 
way we suppose that Adam and 
Eve with their 


taught to offer sacrifices. These 


things must therefore have form- | 
> 


ed a part of the docirines which 
Enoch taught as the appointed 
prophet of God. } 

In addition to these ke taught 
the necessity of a separation 
from the ungodly worid, of a hio- 
ly life, of devotedness to God, 
and of assembling for the public 
aud social worship of the Lord. 
In the days of Cain and Abel a 
distinction had commenced be- 
iwcen the precious and the vile. 
In the days of Seth, when men 
had multiplied on the face of the 
earth, they began to call upon 
the name of the Lord. And 
when the wickedness, which 
drew upon men the deluge, is 
mentioned, il is noted as a crime 
of greatest magnitude that the 
sons of God did net consider 
themselves as devcted to the 
Lord and separate from the 
world, but followed their own 
inclinations instead of Ged’s will, 
and connected themselves wilh 
the daughters of men withoat 
regarding duty, or considering 
What becometh those who are 
devoted to the Lord. 

In the iustructicus, admoni- 


children were | 


[ Jung, 


tions, and reproofs administered 
by Kncch, the righleous retribu- 
tious of God were faithfully and 
boldly heid out for the encour- 
agement of the pious Christian, 
to alarm the ungodly. Mis in. 
i stuction on this subject, and his 
plainness of speech are recorded 
by ihe apostle Jude: “ Enoch, 
(suith hie,) Uke seventh from Ad- 
am prophesied of these, (thatis, 
of tie end of the wicked,) say- 
ing, behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousand of his saints, 
to exccute judgment upon ail, 
and to convince all that are un- 
godiy among them of all their 
ungodly deeds, which they have 
ungodly committed ; and of all 
their hard speeches which un- 
godly sinners have spoken a- 
| gainst him.” An age involved 
in awful! corruption, an agewhich 
opposed and derided the most 
solemn truths, he boldly repro- 
ved, and in the’plainest language, 
admonished of an approaching 
judgment, and of the righteous 
retributions of the Almighty.— 
What were tlie peculiar trials 
he endured on this account we 
cannot tell. Whether like Eh- 
jah he was obliged to flee into 
the wilderness, or was miracu- 
lously preserved in the midst of 
furieus persecution, we cannot 
sxy. But on common principles 
of the operations of human na- 
ture, his life must have been in 
jeopardy perpetually. 

He was not continued in such 
trials very long. He lived less 
than halt the days of man’s lile 
in that period. He was trais- 
'Iated to heaven. It has indeed 
been questioned by some, wheth- 
er this is the import of the ex- 
pression, he was not, for Ged 
tock him. ‘They who doubt the 
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correctness of the common in- jand the weary are at rest. 
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How 


terpretation: of these words, say | kind is such a dispensation to 
that they sigaify nothing more | them ! Much more kind is it to 


than that he died. The ques- 
tion is decided for al! who re- 
ceive the Scriptures as an infal- 
lible gui‘te. ‘The apostle to the 
Hebrews saith expressly, that 
he was translated. What the 
nature of such translation is, or 
what change the body undergoes 
we ought not to presume to de- 
scribe. It is beyond our com- 
prehension. Perhaps it is some- 
thing like that change and re- 
moval which the godly on earth 


shal] experience at the sound of | 


the las’ trumpet. “ Behold I 
shew you a mystery (saith Paul 
to the Corinthians,) we shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last 
tramp; (for the trumpet sha! 
sound) and the dead shall be rais- 
ed incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed.” Like this may 
have been the change endured 
by Enoch and Elijah. ‘The na- 
ture of it is inexplicable, the fact 
is established. 

The reasons of God’s ways 
are inscrutable; neither docs it 
become us to pry into them with 
profane curiosity, lest we be wise 
above what is written. Insome 
cases. these reasons are obvious, 
aud the suggestion of them tends 
to edification. 
Enoch his transiation answered 
Various purposes worthy of God. 

fie was delivered from the per- 
seculions of anungodly age which 
rebeHed against God's counsel 
by him. It is sot uncommon 
for the Lord to hide his faithful 
people in the grave from the cru- 
el hands of the wicked. There 
the wicked cease from troubling, 


~ 





Tn the case of | 








_the gospel. 


| translate them to heaven. . 

By the translation of Enoch 
God’s approbation of his services 
and doctrines was expressed in 
the strongest manner. Had he 
coulinued with them, opposers 
would have heard only what he 
had told them, perhaps a thou- 
sand times,and had as often treat- 
ed with contempt as _ well as un- 
belief. Ifad he continued, they 
would have been more irritated 
by his faithful preaching than 
they had been before. But now 
that he was translated to heaven, 
a seal was given to all his min- 
istry which surpassed all the tes- 
timony it had ever received be- 
fore. Now all his instructions, 
admonitions, and warnings, were 
repeated with the sanction of 
the Almighty ia a manner which 
placed them beyond controver- 
sy. It seemed to be the last 
remedy of mercy and the most 
powerful. If they resisted this 
they must be given over to per- 
dition. It proved them. The 
people to whom Enoch preach- 
ed appear to have continucd in 
their former courses without ob- 
struction until they were des- 
iroyed. 

Enoch was translated also to 
leavea sensible testimony of a 
future state, in thatage. ‘The 
wisdom of God has seen fit to 
furnish the world with three in- 
stances of a passage of human 
nature from earth to heaven, 
without Ue separation of the 
soul and body ; and these under 
three different dispensations of 
The end of these 
was to confirm the truth of a fu- 
ture state in a manner which is 
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most likely to impress the mind. 
Enoch, Elijah, and the Saviour, 
ia their entrance into heaven, 
furnished the world with this 
confirmation of a future slate. 


<to 


[The following Communication was 


not received till after the Maga- | 


zine for April was issued. ‘Though 


have probably been collected, the 


judicious remarks of the writer | 
may perhaps have a tendency fur- | 


ther to awaken public attention to 
the interesting subject.] Lips. 


Messrs. EpitTors, 


The annual contributions for 
the Missionary Society are to 
dake place ina short time, and 
you have it in your power, doubt- 
fess, Lo promote the cause. essen. 
tially, by publishing something 
upon the subject before the first 
of May. Should you consider 
the following tines, or any part 
of them likely to benetit the 
Missionary cause, you lave lib- 
erly to publish them. Yours,&c, 


r—d, 


TO THE FRIENDS OF TRUE RELI- 
GION. 


ERY request of the General 
E> Assembly, His Frcellency 
the Governor of iis has 
been pleased to issue his Procla- 
mation, relative to contribution 
to the Missionary Society. 


State 


ate 


Lellcr from a Friend io Missions. 





| 
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the gospel, and it is believed 
that great numbers will rejoice 
in heaven millions of ages hence 
in consequence of the exertions 
of such Societies. 

The field for missions is very 
great in our own country as weil 
as Others. ‘“ The harvest js 
great aud the laborers are fey, 
pray ye therefore, the Lord of 


ye? | the harvest,” said Christ, “ that 
S the annual contributions | , iat 
sori : | he would send forth laborers iv- 


to his harvest.” It is not only 
the duty of Christians to pray, 
but their prayers should be ac. 
companied by exerticns on their 
part, aud if they cannot go for- 
ward and share the toils and 
honors of missionaries, they can 
da much, to furnish the means so 
that others may engage ia this 
important employment. But 
missionaries must in some way 
be supporied. The good people 
of Counccticut have frequently 
matifested a liberal spirit, and 
have coutributed nobly for the 
support of missionaries in our 
new selilements; but let them 
be fully acquainted with the de- 
plorabtc condition of their breth- 
ren there ; and. it is believed 
their contributions would be 
more than double to what they 
have been heretofore. 

‘The very important missiona- 
ry services performed by Messrs. 
J. I’. Schermerhorn, and S. J. 
Nils, ave been the means of 
bringing to light an extensive 


Tn | field for missionasy labors ; and 


this luteresting and important | their exertions to obtain infor- 


day, every exertion should be 
made hy the friends of Zion, to 
snread the religion of [IsiaANueL 
through the world. Missionary 
Societies have done much to 
meliorate the condilion of those 
destitute of the ordina of 


wes 
wew 


| 
| 


mation respecting places desti- 
lute of the preached gospel, call 
for unfeigned gratitude to God. 
‘hat the call is very pressing 
upon the people of this State te 
merease their former liberality 


io the Missionary Society, mo’ 
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be seen by 2 perusal of “4 view of 
that part of the United States 
which lies west of the Allegany 
iountains nith regard to religion 
and morals, by Mr. Schermerhorn, 
and Air. ils :? which has lately 
been published at Hartford.— 
Some important facts from this 
publication will now be exhibi- 
ted. 

The different Districts of coun- 
try which Messrs. Mills and 
Schermerhorn explored,andwhich 
must certainly be considered as 
proper missionary ground, con- 
tain 1,697,466 inhabitants, and 
among these there are only 284 
ministers of the Presbyterian, 
or Congregational order; and 
these ministers supply 450 differ- 
ent churches; so that the number 
of churches where they have 
preaching a part of the time is 
almost deuble to the number of 
ministers, aud in some of these 
places, they are supplied with 
tuinistersonly one third of the 
time. In addition to this, there 
are 262 vacant sociclies where 
they have no regular preaching, 
fesides a great number of oth- 
er places where ecclesiastical so- 
sielics might be formed, and 
where churches will be planted 
and at no distant period, and 
what is now a wilderness will in 
2 spiritual sense become a firuit- 
ful field. Should the 284 min- 
istexs mentioned above, be equal- 
ly distributed among the inhabi- 
tants of these several districts, 
each minister must have the 
charge of 5978 souls. But Mr. 
Schermerhorn informs, that “in 
the district between the Allegany 
Mountairs and Ohio River there 
are at least 100,000 inhabitants, 
without one solitary Presbyterian 
preacher among them” 

Vow. Vii. No. 6. 
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“ Another District in West- 
Tennessee is in a similar situa- 
tion.” It is true there are some 
among them who call themselves 
preachers; but instead of preach- 
ing the gospel, they lead the 
people into gross errors. 

Is it possible for those who en- 
joy the gospel in its purity, to re- 
main easy and make no exer- 
tions, to send the gospel to the 
destitute ?— Let all remember 
they are stewards, and God will 
soon say, to them “ Give an ac- 
count of your stewardship.” 
Great multitudes will doubtless 
have occasion at the day of 
judgment to reproach them- 
selves that they have done little 
or nothing for Bible and Mission- 
ary Societies. Itis hoped and 
expected that the contributions 
for Missionary purposes will be 
much greater this spring than 
they ever have been before.— 
Pror1r or Connecticut, ponder 
well the words of Inspiration, 
* FREELY YE HAVE RECEIVED, 
FREELY GIVE.” 

A Friend to Missions. 


roo 
The Origin of Idolairy. 


HE first truth contained in 

the Holy Scripturesis that of 
the being and unity of God. “ In 
the beginning, GOD created the 
heaven and the earth.” Atthe 
beginning, before all things else, 
God existed, and he alone. This 
truth lies at the foundation of 
our religion, as upon itis built 
the whole structure of divine 
revelation, and all the hopes of 
immortality. Aware of the im- 
portance of this truth, Infidelity 
has declared with great assu- 

Be 
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vance, that “ Pols theism is the 
natural religion of wm: snkind.” 
And with that display cf learn- 
ing which errer usually afiecls, 
it has been asserted that Uhis 
position is supported by the uni- 
jorm testimony of histery. An 
assertion Which caunot he maine 
tained.—W hile mony different 
and conclusive modes of reason- 
ing have been adopted by moral- 
ists and divines to prove the 
being of a God, there is one, 
perhaps no less salistactery thon 
most others, which has been but 
little neliccd. That is, the ear- 
Jy acknowledgement of men. In 
the earliest ages of mankind, the 
being and unity of God; of one 
invisible and infinile Ged, and 
the cnly God, was universally 
acknowledged. ‘This can be 
proved by showing the beginning 
vi tne acknowledg and wor- 
stiip of idol gods, worship 
of false dcitics had a be OTT 
since the earliest peried of the 
world, previous to this, no di- 
vinity could have been ac- 
knowledged but the true God. 
And that the true God was thus 
acknowledged, is proved from 
a0 existence of idol worship, 
eno one would have thought 
of worship; ving false gods only in 
imitation of the trae. , 

TT ‘hough the readers of the Ma- 
gazine may Le in ne W: -_ of any 
confirn tation of Uheiv faith res- 
pectiiig the being and cha racter 
of the true God syet, 2 as idefatry 
has ever been the great enemy 
of revealed vel ‘gion, it may not 
be usworthy of altention to trace 
it to ils ovigin, and ciscover its 
carly progress. ‘The true source 
of allidolatry is, indced, the cor- 
riplion of human heart, 
which says “there is no God.” 
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The period in which this dispo 
sition was first manifested, in an 
open departure from the true 
God, by ascribing divine atti. 
butes lo ficlilious deities, forms 
| an interesting epoch in the his 
tory of man. 

The oldest author in the 
| world, of whose writings we have 
| any credible remains, excepti 
some of the writers of the Old 
Testament, is Sanchoniatho. He 
lived in Pheonicia, wasa native 
of ihe city Berytus, and wrote 
the Phoonician history. He 
flourished a Lilie before the Tre. 
jan war, according to the eom- 
mon chronology, about twelve 
hundred years ‘before Christ.— 
There are but few fragments of 
this history extant, preserved in 
the wrilings of Eusebius and 
others. The history begins with 
the creation of the workd and the 
origin of mankind, and, inclu 
ding the antiquitics of Phonicia 
and the neighboring countries, is 
coulinued through a period of al- 
most two thousand years, Por- 
phyry who lived about three 

undred years after Christ. one of 
the most subtle and able adversa- 
rics of Christianity that has ever 
appeared, made much use of this 
history as the best account that 
| could be obtained of the origia 
of mankind, if the sacred history 
!of Moses were set aside. This 
finest anc cient profane historian 
* prers 
| V 
} 





, 
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appenrs iy his writs vs, most ev- 
ide autly to lave been acquainted 
willi the sacred books of Moses. 
He lived in the victuity of Ju- 
dea, and wrote about two hnu- 
dred and fifly years aiter the 
liebrew Lawgiver. As the wri- 
lings of Moses maintained and 
established the worship of the 





| God of Isracl, so it was the 
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professed design of the Phocui- 
cian historian to write a defence 
of idolatry, and the religion of 
hisown country. But such are 
the holy dispensations of infi- 
nite wisdom, that this professed 
advocate of paganism becomes, 
undesignedly, a valuable witness 
for the character of the true 
God.—As the most effectual 
mode of estabiishing the validi- 
ty of idolatry, he begizs with 
the origin of mankind, that he 
may place iis existence in the 
most remote antiquity. But he 
has given its begining, and left 
the irresistible conclusion that, 


The Origin of Idolatry. 227 


Beel Samin.” Signifying, inthe 
Phoenician language, the Lord 
of heaven. Vhis is the first 
intimation ef idol wership— 
They address the san; and we 
see for what purpose. Ina tune 
of gveat droughts they implore 
ihim to restrain his scorching 
beams. Aud, it sceims, had it 
not been for the drought, they 
would nol have thought of ad- 
dressing the smn. The sons of 
Genos and Genea, he calls, as 
rendered in our language, hight, 
' fire, and flame. ‘These names 
‘bear a manifest afiinity to their 





{notions of worship, which was, 


previous to that time, the one | by degrees, ardivessed more and 


tne God, alene, was acknowl- 
edged and worshipped. 

The account given by San- 
choniatho, of the creation, is 
confused and obseurc. After 
the mention of several things, he 
observes, “ Of the Wind and 
Void, were begotten two Mor- 
tals. Protogonus and A‘on.”— 
The former name signifying the 
first born or first produced, the 
latter signifying lye. ‘This lat- 
ter name seems to be merely the 
variation In another language, 
(for all that we have of Sancho- 


niatho is from a Greek transla- | 


lion) of the Hebrew name Eve. 


A little after, he observes,— | 


“ Those who were begotten of 
Uiese, were called Genos and 
Genea.” This first is manifest- 
ly the same name with Cainus 
or Cain, and the other is the 
mere variation of the gender. 
These persons, he says, “ dwelt 
11 Phoenicia.” He goes on :— 
* But when great droughts came, 
they stretched their hands up to 
heaven, towards the sun; for 
him they thongit to be the only 
Lord of heaven, calling him 


more tothe sun. dle does not 
intimate, however, that this kind 
of worship was, by any means, 
general. 

After giving an account of the 
creation, which he says was ta- 
ken from the records of Thoth, 
he observes, * But these first 
men consecrated the Plants, 
shooling out of the exrth, and 
judged ihem to be Goxd’s and 
worshipped them, upen whom 
ihey themselves lived, and all 
| their posterity, and all that were 
'before them: To these they 
made their meat and their drink 
| offerings.” Here we observe 
‘their worship of plants was 
their own invention entirely, 
-and that of men some ages af- 
iter the creation. For he Says 
‘that upon ibese piants they 
| themselves lived, “ and all that 
‘were before them.” In these 
'two instances, which ware the 
jearliest inention of idolatry, it 
| is sanctioned by no divine or mi- 
raculous anthorily, but appears 
ito have been, mercly, a device 
of men, aud that not of the 
' first generation, nor derived from 
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them. Nor are they agreed in | 


the object of their devotions, 
while one is raising his hands to 
the sun, another is deifying the 
productions of the earth, accor- 
ding to the particular circum- 
stances which led them to the 
worship of false divinities.— 
While he has placed this com- 
mencement of ido! worship, in 
one account, ia the second gen- 
erstion, that scems to be not 
consistent with his other ac- 
count ; while the names by 
which he desigpates some of the 
ihird generation, lead us to con- 
clude, that the notion of wor- 
shipping the sun and fire, by his 
own elatement, must have ori- 
ginated at that period. Howev- 
er he may labor to establish a 
veneration for idol worship by 
refetring its institution to such 
an early period, by his account 
of subsequent events, the res- 


pect he would wish to produce, 


is wholly desiroyed. In the 
fifth generation he speaks of the 
great prevalence of immoralily 
and vice. At this period, he 
mentions that Usous having ob- 
served the powerful effects of a 
most violent storm, “ cousecra- 
ted two stones to fire and wind ; 
and he bowed down to, or wor- 
shipped them, and poured out 
to them the blood of such wild 
beasts as had been caught in 
hunting.” Te then adds, “ But 
when these were dead,” [that is 
Usous and Hypsuranius, who 
were brothers, } ‘those that re- 
mained, consecrated to them 
stumps of wood, and monuments 
of stone, and kept auniversary 
feasts to them.” Here is anoth- 
er change of the objects of wor- 
ship, and without any authorii 

but fancy.—In the seventh gen- 
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eralion, he mentions a person 
by the name of Chrysor, of 
whom he observes, * He was the 
first of all men that sailed.— 
Wherefore he also was worship- 
ped after his death for a God.” 
Of the ninth generation, he 
says, “* By these were begotten 
others, one of which was called 
Agrus, and the other Agrotes, 
or husbandmen, who had a stat- 
ue, which was very much vwor- 
shipped, and a temple carried 
about by one or more yoke of 
oxen in Pheenicia. And among 
the people of Byblus, he is em- 
inently called Hypsistus, or the 
greatest of the gods.” Wader 
the tenth generation, he ob- 
serves, * About this time was 
first invented the building of a 
complete ship.” This probably 
refers to the Ark of Noah; as 
he was the tenth generation 
from Adam. This writer, how- 
ever, studiously avoids the mea- 
tion of the deluge, au event 29 
much noticed by almost all the 
earliest authors. As that was 
Fan immediate judgment of hea- 
ven upon idolatry, the notice of 
the event would not comport 
with his design. 

These quotations from so eat- 
ly a writer, of whom very litle 
is known, would not have been 
given at such lengih, but forthe 
purpose of presenting the most 
ancient account of idol worship 
in aclear light, as attested by 
au able and zealous yolary. In 
these testimonies, we find an €x- 
plicit acknowledgment, that the 
most ancient rites of paganism 
had their origin entirely in €2- 
price, in the humors and invcn- 
tionsof men. That, originally 
their divinities were objects ©! 
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subservient to the inclination 
and power of their votaries.— 
It appears also, that their most 
famous deities were mortal men, 
who, in consequence of some pe- 
culiar caaracteristics or perform- 
ances, were consecrated, after 
their deaths, as objects of adora- 
tion. Krom the facility of the 
deification of men and other ob- 
jects, and from the peculiar es- 
timation in which these novel 
deities were held, soon surpas- 
sing all others in public esteem, 
it may be safely concluded, that 
the early notion of paying wor- 
ship to the sun, had no more 
substantial foundation than the 
other; and that there was noth- 
ing beyond their own caprice to 
engage their reverence and wer- 
ship. Another remark natural- 
ly arising from this representa- 
tion, is, the people here descri- 
ded do not appear to have ever 
felt any thing of that reverence 
towards these diviuvities, which 
all rational creatures must be 
supposed to feel towards a Pe- 
ing whois conceived to be the 
Creator and Governor of ihe 
world; and that, though it be 
studiously concealed by this wri- 
ter, there seems to be good rea- 
son to conclude, from the empti- 
ness of their Theology, that 
there must have been a general 
impression of the great and the 
true God, infinitely above all 
the creatures of human device. 
One further remark upon what 
has been noticed, is, the histo- 
ry of Sarchoniati:o, before the 
flood, evidently {cliows the pos- 
terity of Cain, and not that of 
Seth. Among the descendants 
of the first murderer, idolatry 
Was, undoubledty, very early 
instituted. 
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The proper mythology of the 
heathen world, which has been 
the subject of great investigation 
and esteem among many nations 
of considerable improvement, 
commences iv generations of 
meu which succeeded the gene- 
ral deluge. ‘This therefore, is 
more particularly deserving of 
attention. The obscure account 
' given by Sanchoniatho, evident- 
| ly refers to the period before the 
flood. in the succeeding my- 
thology of heathen nations, we 
find the long venerated religion 
of the Egyptians, the Scythians, 
the Greeks, the Romans, And 
though no two nations, er states, 
or even cities, appear to have 
had notions of their deitics per- 
fectly similar; yet Lhere is a gen- 
eral likeness of character run- 
wing throngh the whole. ‘The 
deification of eminent men seems 
to have been the favorite netion 
that characterises the whole syse 
tem. Idols of alinost infinite 





variety are progressively intro- 
duced, but in the earliest and 
siniplest times their deilies are 
almost exclusively of this de- 
scription. ‘Dhis is evident from 
the character uniformly given 
them by their most intciligent 
votarics. Like men, they have 
| parents and children ; they have 
isexural distinctions and matri- 
‘menial connections; they have 
- the passions, the affections 
and aversious, the jesiousies and 
attachments, the pleasures and 
the pains, the fears and hopes, 
which distinguish the human 
character. 

The most ancient heathen 
writer extant, on whom we can 
place any satisfactory depend- 
ence, is Homer. From him we 
| know more of the ancient wy- 
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thology of the pagan world, than 
from any other writer. ‘The gods 
which he celebrates, generally, 
had their births and their deaths. 
which were followed by tihicir 
apotheosis or deliication. They 
were generally local; confined 
in their infivence aud favors to 
individual places, er lo certain 
particular employ ments of men; 
subject to every human passion, 
they had their contentions and 
strife ; their powers were always 
circuniscribed ; they tock an in- 
terest in the affairs of men, not 
us presiding over all, but attach- 
ing themselves to particul: ir ob- 
jects and parties according to 
their respective humors. 
We will now take a brief view 
of some of the most revered di- 
vinilies of the most polished na- 
tions of antiquity. The people 
which scem to have made tite 
most early advances in the arts 
of civilization, were the Egyp- 
tians. ‘he most eminentidol de- 
liies of that nation were Osiris 
and Isis. ‘The former male, the 
jatier female. Osiris, they con- 
sider their first kiag. In conse- 
quence of the antiquity of his 
time, andthe greatimprovements 
which he made in the country, 
he was highly venerated. Hie 
was murdered by Typhon his 
brother, and Isis his wife made 
great lamentations for him, ercct- 
ing statues to his memory. As he 
introduced and greatly improved 
the arts of husbandry, he was 
worchipped in succeeding times 
under the siimililude of an ox, 
This seems to have been the 
true foundation of the worship of 
the golden calf byt he israclites, 
and of the calves afterwards 
set up by Jeroboam, in Bethel 
and Dan. After the death of I- 
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siz, she also was canonized, and 
worshipped with great solempi. 
ty. Such} 33 the account of the 
iost illustrious idols of the R. 
gyptians, derived from Homer, 
Plutarch, Herodotus, and others 
of the best writers of antiquity, 
As it is generally agreed that 
Ham the son of Noah began a 
Be eae ment in Egypt, and that 
lizrnim the son of Ham was 
< first chief of the country, 
Osiris is supposed to be the same 
with Mizraim. The place where 
Joseph and his brethren buried 
their father, with greal mourn- 
ing was cable d by the Canaanites, 
“ Abel-mizraim,” signify ing “the 
mournmg of the Egyptians.” 
Gen. L—11. Osiris is said to 
have beea the son of Jupiter, 
which was a general name appli- 
cd to many different deities. Ju 
this case, Jupiter appears to have 
“wand nthesameas Ham. A temple 
dedicated toJuptter Hammon,ex- 
isted in Egypt so late as the time 
of Alexander. On some ancient 
monument, there has been found 
an inscription illustrative of the 
character of Osiris. It is the 
following, “I am Osiris, who 
conducted a large and numerous 
arimy as far as the deserts of In- 
dia, and visited the streams of the 
Ister, and the remote shoresofthe 
ocean.” It is said by Herodotus, 
called the father of history, who 
wrote about four hundred and six- 
ty years before Christ, that the 
most ancient Egyptians had no 
statues or temples to their gods. 
With all their idolatry, they 
seem to have had some idea of a 
supreme invisible God. On one 
of their temples at Sais, was this 
most remarkable inscription, “ I 
am all that hath been, is, and 
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mortal yet uncovered.” Who 
can read this without recurrirg 
to the insctiption found at Ath- 
ens by the Apostle Paul, “ To 
the unknown God.” Tua suceee- 
ding times, the idolatry of the 
Fgyytians degenerated to the 
basest absurdities; to the wor- 
ship of all kindsof autmals and 
vexelables ; and their religious 
rites were accompanied with vices 
and excesses, nol to be named. 
Well described by the inspired 
Apostle, “ For it is a shame even 
to speak of those things which 
are doue of them in eecret.” In 
the most of the temples where 
Osiris was worshipped there was 
an “ image of silence pressing ils 
lips with its finger.” Varro, one 
of the most learned and judi- 
cious of all Roman authors, says 
‘‘ that the meaning of this was, 
that no one should dare to say, 
that these gods had formerly 
been men.” It is also affirmed 
that their laws punished with 
death any one that said that the 


idol Serapis was once a mortal | 
man. “This must be a full ac- | 


knowledgment that such was 
the fact, and manifests their 
creat solicitude to conceal his 


true origin. Manetho, the Egyp- | 


tian historian, speakisg of the 


gods Osiris and Typhon, confess- | 


es thal they were origiually mor. 


tal men, who, jor their wisdom 
and goodness, were promoted to 


the regal dignity, aud afterwards | 


made immortal. 
(To be continued.) 
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The following is the substance of a 
ketter sent froma Daughter inher 
dastiliness,in West-Spring field to 
her Parentsin New-Connecticut ; 
dictated by herself, but written by 
ansther hand. 


Letter from a Young Weman to her Parents. 
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Beloved and honored Parents, 


Oxce more, and for the las¢ 
time I attempt to converse with you, 
through a paper medium. Since } 
wrote this summer, my health is 
rauch impaired and my life is evi- 
dently drawing to a close. My dis- 
ordcr has increased, my bodily pains 
have muitipiied, and I feel mvself 
near the grave. My dear parents, 
brethren and sisters tremble not 
when 1 inform you, that I shall soon 
be nomeore. I feel that I have done 
with all carthly things—that shortly 
hours and minutes will be of no fur- 
ther use to me. For the space of 
| three or four days past 1 have been 
| very low, and in hourly expectation 
of changing worlds. But Oh, my 
tiiends let me tell you, this is not a 
sloomy thought—Death te me has 
lost its sting—-I have a hepe that is 
an anchor to my soul, sure and stead- 
fast, that enters within the vail, 
Whituer Christ our forerunner is 
gone—A hope that I would not ex- 
change for all perishing worlds—A 
hope tounded on my heavenly Fath- 
er through the merits and atonement. 
of a crucified Saviour. 
| Ihave given up myself, my hus- 
| band and my children to God, with 
huaole resignatisn, and calm com- 

pesure of mind. Ihave finished my 
work, and ihrouzh erace, if Lam 
i net deceived, am ready to depart, in 

hopes oi finding an heaven of rest 
| fyee irom the ioils and triajs of thig 
; life. And Imust now cntreat you 

my friends, when these tidings come 
to your ears, and those of mv death 
‘to check your erief, lest it should 
rise to excess. Aiourn not for me, 
| but rather vejcice that I have pass- 
| ed through that dark valley which 

all the fallen race must pass, and 
eet safe home. i am sensible of 
| your tender affection for me, I have 
expe vienced parental tenderness 
from my infancy io mature age— 
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pand ihink ] know tie feelings of a 

| parent mvere.—but these natural af- 
i Y dee ; 

| Fections Will aliibe done uwzy at 


Ceath, we ought to be willing to re- 
| sign ourseives, our ‘friends, our all 
| into the hands of God, and desive 
i that he may be giorified in them : 
land it is my heart’s desire, tha: 
{  @aanweee per Se.scrcest nll 
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all my fellow-mertals, might possess 
this resignation. It would have been 
a great satisfaction to me, might I 
have seen you, my parents, once 
more ia this world, that I could pour 
into your friendly bosoms my joys 
and my sorrows. but I can go and 
tell my Jesus. Jt would have been 
a great satisfaction to me, if T might 
have experienced your tender care 
and attention in the hours of my dis- 
tress. But us this is notin the plan 
cf divine providence; J resign to 
his will, trusting some kind hand 
will be present to close my eyes in 
death. Let us remember, my pa- 
renis and friends, that if I go first, 
the separation is but short,—you 
have ailthe same road to travel, 
and will soon follow me in the path 
that leads to the grave, for every 
ene cf the living shall draw after, as 
there are innumerable gone be- 
fore— 

Once more suffer me to entreat 
you not to mourn for me, but be en- 
treated to make no delay in prepar- 
mg to meet the Lord, the Judge 
when he shall come to be glorified 
in his sats, and to be adinired in 
all them that believe, and whether 
he shall come in the second or in 
the third watch, may he find you 


watching. And if there are any of 


my friends, who have not made re- 
ligion thei chict business, the end 
and aim of their lives, let them en- 
der immediately upon the concerns 
of their souls, that they may find 
rest inthe Lord. Religion is our 
strength and support in life, and 
onr only refuge im death: without 
this, though we possessed the wealth 
ot the Indies, or the whole world 
prostrate at our feet, we must be 
rorever miserable, and ruined crea- 
tives: with this refuge which is our 
strength in Jesus Christ, we can tri- 
nmph over death and the grave ; 
ior by his grace and righteousness 
ei victory is completed over sin, 
and the worid. 

have one request more to make 
tomy parents, itis not for myself, 
but ior my poor, my helpless chil- 
tren. We have been expecting you 
down this summer, and I pleased 
myself much with the prospect of 
sng you once more in the land of 


Leiter from a Young Woman to her Parents. 





| 
| 
| 


[Jung 


the living, but this hope is at an end, 
Sull 1 hope for my children that you 
will not iail to come, and though 
you cannot see me, look on them as 
parts of myself, advise, and pro- 
vide for them, as your judgment 
shail direct. It is my desire that 
you tight bring up some of them, 
if consistent with your feelings, ani 
these of my husband ; but this, with 
ali other events must be left in the 
hands of Him, who disposeth of 
them in the highest wisdom. 
have finished my last letter te 
my dear parents and friends which 
expresses my views, exercises and 
feelings of soul, with respect to God, 
the Saviour and all divine things— 
You will not forget that itis my con- 
stant aud fervent prayer that God 
may be giorified in my death—And 
if it be his will, that we might meet 
in the world of spirits, where we 
shall never more part—where all 
tears shali be wiped from our eyes, 
where peace aud friendship, har- 
mony and uninterrupted joy shall 
reign, and dwell together, cternally 
celebrating the praises of redeem- 
ing love. A— A— 
The deceased desired the above 
letter taight not be sealed until after 
her deat, and that the same Aman- 
uensis would then subjoin the par- 
iiculars of that scene—which for 
substance are as follows. 


You must have learnt from letters 
written by her, the state of her 
heaith in the first part of this sum- 
mer. ‘Lhe cause of her disorder was 
not removed, still, at times she ap- 
peared to be more comfortable. Her 
care and anxiety for her family 
prompted her to more exercise and 
labor than her beaith and strength 
would admit, 2nd her patience forbid 
her to complain. Yet her pains and 
distress of body must have been ver- 
ry great as her limbs were constant- 
ly swolen, But no very alarming 
symptoms took place that threaten- 
ed a speedy dissolution, until about 
three weeks before the scene closed. 
She was then taken more unwell, 
her disorder increased rapidly, and 
presages of her approaching death 





were Visible. She saw them, and 
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sensibly felt that her departure was 
at hand, but with the greatest calm- 
ness and composure of mind. She 
had previously expressed some anx- 
jety to live until she could see her 

arents once more, and flattered 

erself, if this might be the case in 
the orderings of providence, she 
should then die satisfied, and entire- 
ly resigned. But she now saw that 
her wishes could not be gratified, 
and thought she could feelingty say, 
‘Father, not my will, but thine be 
done’. At this time, her thoughts 
were much exercised concerning her 
children, but she calmly submitted, 
saying that providence which over- 
rules all events can as well take 
care of my children at one time, as 
at another—as well without my as- 
sistance, as with; he gave them to 
me, and I resign them _ into his 
hands, trusting his righteous will 
and pleasure will be done concern- 
ing them, and I am content.—For 
about a week before her days on 
earth were closed, she exhibited the 
greatest calmness and composure, I 
ever witnessed, She enjoyed the full 
exercise of her reason through the 
whole time, and made death as fa- 
miliar as though it had been any 
worldly business she had to perfurm. 
As one observes, 


“She did so live, that she might dread 
“Her grave, as little as her bed.” 


She arranged all her business, di- 
rected all her concerns with respect 
toher own particular things, and 
seemed to set her house in order, 
ready to retire to rest—Her young- 
est child had never been baptized ; 
the Wednesday before she expired, 
baptism was administered. After 
this ordinance had been performed, 
she said, I have now done all that I 
can do for my children, except to 
pray for them. From this time her 
strength constantly failed ; she ex- 
pressed in a oe & manner the 
sense she had of the distinguished 
kindness shown her by her Tienda, 
around her, until Sabbath day, when 
without a sigh, or groan, the lamp of 
life went out. The last words that 
were heard to drop from her lips, 
were, ‘ 1 see Christ ready to receive 
me, I see the heavenly Jerusalem.’ 


Vos. VIL. No. 6. 


Letier to a Minister. 





Messrs. EpITorRs, 


SHOULD the following letter from 
a young lady inthe country to her 
Pastor, be thought worthy of a 
place in your Magazine, it is at your 
disposal. 


DEAR Sir, 


From the cares and business of 
the day I have retired, endeavoring 
to impose silence upon each intruding 
passion, to collect every wandering 
thought, and togratify my own in- 
Clination, in writing to one whom 
l esteem my spiritual father. Per- 
mit me, sir, to use freedom ; to tell 
you all my heart; to give a brief 
recital of my pastexercises. ‘Then 
tell me, sir, 1 entreat you ; tell me 
a what you think of my case. 

onot deccive me. No! if I per- 
ish ; let me not be deluded. 

From my earliest remembrance, 
the Spirit has frequently deigned to 
strive with me,and I presumptuously 
dared as frequently to reject his calls, 
and to slight the invitations of the gos- 
pel. At times I made solemn resolu- 
tions of reformation ; but, alas ! they 
were made in my own strength ; 
and no sooner formed than broken, 
An admonition from a friend, ora 
sudden death might for atime alarm 
my guilty conscience : but still it was 
nothing permanent. At other times, 
— even dared to rise in open 
rebellion, against the justice and 
government of an infinitely wise 
God. The absolute sovereignty of 
God, and the free agency of man, 
were doctrines at which I stumbled. 
And I often folded my hands in se- 
curity, concluding that if I were to 
be saved, I should be, do what I 
would, and if I were to perish I 
should, do what I could. What 
mad presumption this? And Oh! the 
long suffering patience of God ; 
that continued such a wretch in ex- 
istence. Well might he have cut 
me down as a cumberer of the 


ground, and consigned my soul to re- 


gions of never ending despair, 

At the age of fifteen, I spent a 
few months in a neighboring town, 
where the concerns of the soul were 
little thought - - youth with 














a 


whom I associated were peculiar for | 
those vain amusements which are 
too common to the young; end | 
was imperceptibly hurricd into the 
same scenes with cthers. et con- 
science often reproved me; and 
the reflection often occured, that my 
parents would by no meansapprove 
of the manner ia which | spent niy 
Ieisure hours. 

After returnins to my parental 
home I wasunhappy. O sir, would 
you believe it? I even presumptu- 
ously wished the resiraint of my pa- 
rents was no longer binding, that I 
might indulge without control in all 
the vanity my sinful heart dictated 
But, blessed Le God, that I had pa- 
rents so kind: I can now rejoice in 
them, though: one is no more. 

Since that period I have been the 
subject of many unmerited bless- 
ings: and have likewise been called 
to drink deep cf affliction’s bitter 
cup. 

‘Yes, I have seen a beloved fathere 
languish ; and have repeatedly seen 
him apparently striving with the 
king of terrors. Yethe was restored 
to the fond embraces of an anxious 
family ; which far exceeded their 
most sanguine expectations. But, 
alas ! I did not regard the hand that 
was thus merciful. Soon a mother’s 
health declined; and I cften repined 
at my hard fate, as 1 was pleased to 
style it; but so cbdurate was my 


flinty heart, that nothing short of | 


death could make it bow. As I 
wiped the dying sweat from the 
brow of my expiring mother, this, 
thought I, isto me. God inas sent 
me mercies and afflictions; but 
they have only served to harden me 
in the long beaten path of sin. “This 
is probably tie last warning with 
which I siall ever be favored ; and 
if this does not affect me, what will ? 
And I have strong reason to believe 
that this was the means, which 
God used, to shew me the vanity of 
all earthly cnjoyments ; and the 
plague of my own cepraved heart. 
‘Lhe death of so near and deara 
friend rent my heart with anguish 
not to be described. ‘The thought of 
being left to trayel the thorny path 
of lite almost alone ; and at an inex- 
périenced «ge, at times, half distract- 


| 
| 
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el my tortured mind. T had no 
where to go for relief. The world 
no longer afforded even a momenta- 
ry gratification ; I had not God for 
my friend; and ail was a scene of 
continual gloom. 

But sill, i was like a condemned 
criminal: Tsaw tue justice of God 
jand dared not complain. 1 was at 
once divested of ail my sclfright- 
| eous hopes, and constrained to say, 
| I am vile in thy sight, O Lord.” f 
| thousht there was no mercy for such 
| a rebel as I had ever been: Yet I 
{ 
| 
| 


rescived that if I perished, 1 would 
perisin pleading for the pardon of 
my numerous sins. 

Atter remaining in this situation 
a few weeks, I began to sce a beauty 
in the divine character, to which I 
had been before a stranger. But still 
Ithought that 1 must be eternally 
miserable. Vet even hell lost its 
terrors, in Conten:plating the love 
, and sufferings of the divine Inmman- 
uel. And fi thought I could ever 
praise the Lord, even if he consign- 
ed my soul to endless torment. 

A number of months have elapsed 
since that period ; and J still trem- 
ble through fear that I may be de- 
ceived. Yet of this I am sure, that 
there is a change in all my feelings; 
and in ail my desires. But whether 
itis the change requisite to salva- 
tion, I dare not presume to be cer- 
tain. iach returning day [ see so 
| much more of the plague of my own 
‘heart; and every setting sun I find 
so Many imperfections in my best 
services, thatI .am almost induced 
to relinquish all hope of an interest 
in the great atonement. 

If the death of my affectionate 
; mother has been the means of re- 
conciiing me to God, great as was 
my loss, was it not the greatest mer- 
cy which I ever received ? Ah yes! 
my soul replies. And if it were possi- 
ble for her to be again restored, and 
i must have the same feelings to- 
wards my Maker, and the same self- 
approving spirit, I should shudcer at 
the thought. Ihave nothing of my 
own to plead in extenuation of my 
guilt; but itis alonethrough the mer- 
itsand righteousness of Christ that 
I dare tohope for mercy. It was 
free, rich, and sovereign grace 
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thus plucked me as a brand from 


Mcmorrs of Mr. Abijah Perkins. 


the burning, and to the name of | 


God, would J give all the glory; 
and he will bave the glory through 
the endless ages of eternity whether 
l am saved or lost. 

O triumphiny consoling thought! 
that our God and Redeemer hiveth, 
and that the gates of hell shall nev- 
er be able to prevail against his 
kingdom. 

And may not the Christian look 
forward with pleasing anticipation, 
and elevated desires, to the time 
when he shall have done with the 
titling pursuits of this vain world ; 


sorrow, pain, and sin will be known 
no more ? © joyful thought, thet sin 
will never disturb the felicity of the 





heavenly hosts ; that pain and death | 
will never enter the abodes of the | 


redecmed! Yet we have reason to 
be humbled in the dust, and to lie 
prostrate at the feet of sovereign 
mercy, that our sins have caused 
an incarnate God to bleed and die 
for our redemption. 

O matchless love! O condescen- 
ding grace of our divine Redeemer ! 
We are utterly unworthy of such 
rich blessings, Yet there isa fuil- 
ness in Christ, and at his right hand 
there are pleasures fcr ever more ; 
pleasures far surpassii-g our limited 
comprehension, and extacies un- 
known to us below. 

Yet biessed be God, that even 
here on earth we may enjoy some 
sweet toretastes of the heavenly Je- 
rusalem; where, perhaps, we shall 
recognize many of our departed 
friends; regount ourtoilsand victories, 
and forever sing receeming grace 
with the ransomed of the Lord.— 
Yea, who can tell, if I am not de- 
ceiving myself with a false hope ; 
Isay who can tell, but I may join 
the society of my once beloved 
mother never more to be separa- 
ted ? 

Transporting reflection this! But 
dreadful, beyond conception, if I 
must be forever banished from the 
presence of God, and from the so- 
Ciety of her, whom I so much valu- 
ed while here. Yes valued too 
highly and loved too much ; and the 
Lord in compassionate mercy took 
her from me. Andif the same be- 
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ing forever casts me off, he will do 
meno injustice, It isno more than 
Ihave merited by long continued 
rebellion. But with our God there is 
mercy ; and with him there is plen- 
teous redemption. Wath trembling, 
J take hold of the promise of etern- 
al life, pleading the merits of a cru- 
cified Saviour as the cnly ground of 


acceptance. He inviies me, great 
and aggravated as my sins have 


been, to touch the golden sceptre 
and jive. And can 1 refuse this 
gracious invitation ? No! but by 
the grace of God assisting, I will 


| strive **to make my calling and clec- 
enter the mansions of rest where | 


tion sure,” that whenever I shall be 
called from this, into the eternal 
world, ]may cheerfully bid adieu 
to time; end be prepared for a gio- 
rious resurrection, and a happy 
immortality. 


—l+o— 


“Memoive of Mr. Abijah Perkina, 
who died in Windham, Scotland 
Society, December 11, Wi, in the 
S4ih year of his age. 


Turis manwas blessed with a Chris- 
Haneducation ; wasinthe habit from 
his childhoed, of attending the pub- 
lic worship of God, and had a spec- 
ulative betier in the doctrines cf the 
gospel. He was in his manners, easy 
and agreeable, in his dealings, up- 
right, and in his general intercourse 
wih mankind, calculated to gain 











their friendship and esteem. But, 
by hisown confession, he lived, til] 
a short tine before his death, with- 
out God in the world, a stranger to 
the exercises and comforts of reli- 
gion. It however pleased a sove- 
reign and merciful God to call him 
by his grace, and to give him great 
jey and peace in believing, and a 
hope unshaken in the awful mo- 
ments of dissolution. “The following 
sketch of the dealings of God to- 
wards him, was given by himself 
but two days before his death. Be- 
ing attended by an intimate friend, 
he awoke as it were, from medita- 
tation, and thus addressed him :— 
*¢ Come, I want to tell you how God 








has deait with me.” He then pro- 
ceeded, * You know mv man- 


ner ef life, which, 1 think has been, 
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for the most part, orderly and mor- 
al; having been from my youth 
taught to attend meeting and rev- 
erence the Sabbath. I had felt in 
general no great remorse of con- 
science on account of the transac- 
tions of my life, till about four years 
aco. Then in conversation with a 
friend, | was warned of the great 
evil, and dangerous consequences of 
using profane language, to which I 
was in some degree addicted. ‘This 
timely and friendly reproot gave me 
such a view of sin, and made such 


Memoirs of Mr. Abijah Perkins. 








an impression on my mind, that J | 
have been restrained from it ever | 
since. Having no evidence that I | pertections of God in every thing I 
was a new Creature, 1 began from beheld. I saw that my afflictions 


that time to meditate more on the 
doctrines of the gospel, and to at- 
tend more strictly to the preaching 
of the same, and felt more power- 
fully than ever that I had nothing of 
my own to recommend me to thie 
grace of God ; but stood in infinite 
need of the Saviour of sinners to 
— my cause before the Father. 

ut being busily engaged in the con- 
cerns of the world, 1 became, in a 
measure, inattentive to the concerns 
of my soul, and nothing particular 
occurred till the last spring or sum- 
mer, Being then with a neighbor 
in the field, he observed- to me, 
* Your concerns are numerous and 
complicated, and should you be ta- 
ken away suddenly, your estate 
would be a difficult one to settle.’ 
To which ] answered. No. My ac- 
counts are all adjusted, and may 
be easily attended to by another. 


| 





} 
| 
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ture and practice. My sins appear. 
ed so great that I began to despair, 
thinking God could not have mer- 
cy on so great a sinner. In this dis. 
tress I cried to the Son of God to 
iutercede for me before the Father, 
But in these requests I had doubts 
resting on my mind, and again de- 
spair got almost full possession of 
my soul. Still, however, I continued 
my cries tothe Lord Jesus, without 
any relief, till the morning of the 
25th of November, when, as I hum- 
bly hope and trust, God on a sudden 
appeared for my soul. This transi- 
tion | cannot fully describe. I saw the 


were ail ordered in wisdom, and 
that God would do me no _ injustice. 
With wonder and astonishment I 
viewed the love and compassion of 
Christ to sinners. From this mo- 
ment I began to loathe myself, and 
to wonder how Christ could take 
notice of sucha vile wretch as I 
was. But he was infinitely precious 
to my soul, and I longed to leave this 
world and all its enjoyments, that 
I hight go and behald him face to 


face. In this happy state of mind,” 


continued he, “ I remained till the 
29th of Noverober in the afternoon, 
when it pleased a holy God to hide 
his face from me. No tongue can ex- 
press the horrors I then felt, having, 
as J trusted, been permitted to taste 
the joys of the redeemed, and a- 
gain thrust out of the presence of 
my God. In this deep distress, I 
cried to the Saviour, who, 1 humbly 


He replied: * That is right ; we! trust, heard my prayers, had com- 
ought always so to conduct our bu- | passion on me, and interceded for 


siness, that we may be ready to live 
or to die” This observation so ope- 


am now languishing under. 
plaint I soon concluded must destroy 
my body. My concern for my body, 
however, was nothing compared to 
that for my soul. ‘The horrors of 
my mind were so great as to deprive 
me of rest or ease in any way, or 
ever to take satisfaction in the com- 
pany of 4 nearest friends. I view- 
ed myself as a sinner both by na- 


my help. For my fears and doubts 


| began soon to be dispelled and my 
rated on my mind, that the follow- | hope has been daily strengthening 
ing night I could not sleep as usual. I | to the present time.” He then add- 
was almost Continually reflecting up- | ed, “ I hope I am not deceived, for 
on it till seized with the complaint I | Christ’s sake may I be undeceived 


ycom- | and plucked as a brand from the 


burning, before I die.” He concluded 


his narrative of God’s remarkable 


| 





dealings towards him, by expressing 
the bei.evolent feelings of his heart 
in humbie prayer, “ that not only 
his family and friends, but all his 
fellow-creatures might come and 
taste the joys of the blessed. That 
all might look to the Saviour and 
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find mercy.” Qn being asked, if he 
might live and get well it would not 
be his choice. He answered, “1 
would choose it should be just as 
God pleases, but if I should recover 
1 am afraid I should again mingle 
with the world and dishonor God ; 
so that, if it be his will, I desire to 
depart and be with my Redeemer.” 
Being asked if he was not afraid to 
die, he said, ‘*O no, my greatest 
fears are that I shall not be willing 
to wait God’s time. My hopes of 
a blessed immortality far out-weigh 
ull fear of death, for 1 believe that 
God will be with me, and support 
me through the gloomy valley — 
There is but one thing I wish to 
stay any longer for, and that is, 
that I might makea public profes- 
sion of my faith in Christ, be ad- 
mitted into the church, and give up 
my ciuidren to God in baptism.” 
On being informed that if he lived 
till morning his request might be 
complied with, he seemed to be ani- 
mated, and said, ‘‘ If 1 may live to 
accomplish this object with submis- 
sion, if it be God’s will I hope to de- 
art, for I long to be with my dear 
tedeemer. It was then said to him, 
‘Your hope appears to be strong and 
unshaken, as eternity draws nearer 
to your view, and it is expected 
your continuance here must be short, 
it is desired you would briefly state 
what are the particular articles of 
your faith.” He then with solemnity 
said, ** I believe in God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost ; and that God is a God of 
justice as well as of mercy, and 
will by no means spare the guilty. 
I believe that God has ordained 
all things that come to pass. I be- 
lieve that man, in his natural state, 
has nothing to recommend him to 
the divine grace, or favor, and that 
all who do not exercise genuine re- 
pentance for their sins, and like faith 
m the Lord Jesus Christ, will be 
doomed to eternal misery.” He 
uniformly manifested his firm belief 
in the special agency of the divine 
Spirit in convincing, converting, and 
ae the soul. In short, he 
wasa firm believer in the great doc- 
trines of grace. For he expressly 
declared, at the close of his account 
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respecting his faith, “ I would plead 
no merit of my own, for after all that 
God has done for me, if he should at 
last send me down to hell, he would 
do me no injustice, for it is all of 
grace, if 1 am saved.” He then 
gave a kind of sigh, or groan, but 
immediately observed “ shall I com- 

lain or groan, when this poor body 
is afflicted ¢ No. When I think how 
much Jesus suffered that I might 
hve, Iam ashamed to complain.” 
He then raised his hands, and look- 
ing on them said, Jesus had nails 
drove through his hands and feet, 
that he might finish the work of re- 
demption, that sinners might be 
brought home to glory. Am I de- 
ceived ? Ithink Iamnot. I think I 
am willing to pass through this sea 
of trouble that I may go and be with 
my dear Redeemer. Come, Lord 
Jesus, O come quickly ; why are thy 
chariot wheels so long in coming ? I 
long to be with thee. O God, forgive, 
if lam impatient. “ Not my will, 
but thine be done.” 

Early on the following mornin 
his mother came into see him, an 
thus addressed him, “ 1 had doubts, 
my son, when I retired whether I 
should see you alive again.” He with 
a smile replied, ‘* Yes it has pleas- 
ed a holy God to spare me to see 
you once more. But this is of no 
consequence, mother. Don’t be trou- 
bled about this body. I have got al- 
most well.” She asked him, 1f he 
was willing to give up all. “O 
yes,” said he, “if it be God’s will, 
{ will soon be gone.” His wife stood 
by his bed weeping ; perceiving that 
his departure drew near, he looked 
upon her with a smile, and said, 
‘Olive, don’t weep for me,! am 
ing home” ‘Then he looked at his at- 
tendant and said, ** how troubled is 
this woman about the fate of this 
body.” Then (having his wife by 
the hand,) he thus addressed her: 
“ (live, 1 love you the best of any of 
God’s creatures, but I love my Je- 
sus better. I can freely leave you 
and my dear children to go and be 
with him. ‘leach my children te 
keep the Sabbath ; teach them the 
catechism, teach them what is the 
chief end of man; and let this in 
particular be strongly impressed ou 
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theirminds.” By this time, it was 
light; he repeated his requests to be 
admitted to the church, and to give 
up his children in the ordinance of 
baptism. The Rev. Mr Fisher and 
the church were immediately sent 
for, and came as soon as was expe- 
dient. He assented to the covenant 
and was admitted to the church. 
His strength of body was so exhaust- 
ed that it was expected he would 
need assistance in dedicating his 
children to God. But he remarka- 
bly revived and said, he must give 
them up himself. The children 
were in tears ; but he addressed 
them witha smile,‘ Iam going to 
give you up to God, I am going to 
ive you uptoa better father tian 
am.? He went through the whole 
with the greatest steadiness and 
composure of mind, aud the most 
apparent satisraction. He appeared 
to be strengthened for this duty, 
and to have joy unspeakable in per- 
forming this, his last work. Solem- 
nity and astonishment were visible 
on the countenances of all present. 
He exhibited to all *‘ a mortal pale- 
ness on his cheek, but glory in his 
soul.” When these exercises were 
over he appeared to be exhausted, 
but soon revived, and in prayer 
commended himself, his wife, and 
family to God. When persons came 
in who lived without religion, he 
warned them tolook immediately to 
the Saviour for mercy. When pro- 
fessing Christians visited him, he 
took them by the hand and exclaim- 
ed, “* Oh, how I love you, because you 
Jove my Jesus.” A few hours be- 
fore he died, being asked if his hcpe 
remained strong: ‘*O yes,” said he, 
“*] believe that Goi will support me, 
and that I shall soon be at rest.” He 
often prayed that he might not be de- 
ceived and if he was, that God 
would undeceive him. He several 
times repeated the following lines, 


“¢ Jesus can make a dying bed, 

Feel soft as downy pillows are, 

While on his breast I lean my head 

And breathe my life out sweetly 
there.” 


This he continued, till the last, 
rejoicing in hope. When he was 
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informed that his dissolution drew 
near, being in the perfect exercise 
of his reason, he whisp<red with a 
smile, Good news! Come, “Lord 
Jesus, Come quickly,” and soon ex- 
pired. 


—St+o— 


Bible Association. 


W epnespay se’nni ght, there was 
a meeting of about five hundred per- 
sons in the riding school of the life 
“aval barracks, in King street, 

ortman square, Convencd for the 
purpose of taking Into Consideration 
the propricty of ferming a fourth 
Association in the norui-west dis- 
trict of the Auxiliary Pible Socieiy, 
to comprehend that neighborhood 
more particularly, with tne hope of 
enabluog the Society to extend its 
benefits to the soldiery. ‘The Rev. 
Basil Wood was in the chair. 

The Rev. Mr. Waugh and the 
Rev. Mr. Newton, (a Wesleyan.) 
proposed that such an association 
be formed for the immediate neigh- 
borhood, east, west, and south, and 
extending northward as far as Scot- 
land if possible, (Mr. W. being a 
native of that country ;) and tnat 
certain regulations, as to the Com- 
mittees, &c. be adopted. Commit- 
tees of management were then ap- 
pointed, some of the members being 
life guards men. After much ap- 
propriate speaking had taken place, 
and the chief business was conclu- 
ded, a private soldier from among 
the company, addressed the meet- 
ing with great peculiarity and force. 
An outline of what fell from such a 
character cannot be uninteresting. 

Corporal Jones, of the train of ar- 
tillery, wished to give his humble 
support toa plan, which had just 
met with such general and deserved 
approbation, and in moving that the 
thanks of the meeting be given to 
the Rev. Mr. Basil Wood, he would 
avail himself of the opportunity of 
saying a few words on the inestimable 
advantages resulting from the Bible 
Associations. He was a soldier, and 
he hac seen what had been done 
amongst his brother soldiers by the 
introduction of the Bible. He spoke 








only of the train to which he belong- 
ed. Each man had now his Bibie ; 
it was to be found in each man’s 
knapsack ; and it was invariably to 
be seen in his room or in his hands. 
When they passed examination on 
the parade together with the impie- 
ments of war, each man was ex- 
pected to produce his Bible. The 
effect was, that order, sobriety, and 
punctuality, were promoted a- 
mongst them. A few days since, 
fifty of his comrades left head- 
quarters, toembark for foreign ser- 
vice, and with the sentiments of the 
one true living God fixed on their 
minds, and Bibles in their knap- 
sacks, they went to reap honor in 
fighting the battles of their country, 
and everlasting happiness in = 
ing the word of the Most High — 
They would indeed, act as mission- 
aries of glory. It had been said, that 
a soldier, from the moment that he 
turned Christian, became a coward ; 
but this he would deny. What rea- 
yon was there for a man being a 
coward, when he was armed within 
as wellas without ? So far from ma- 
king him a coward, it made him a 
better soldier, for he was fortified 
against all the accidents, “ by flood 
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and field,” the calamities of war, 
and the changes of climate. Living, 
he was prepared to die. Thus he 
went forth ** doubly armed” to fight 
the battles of his king and church ; 
and if in such a case he met with 
sudden death, to him it would be 
sudden glory. (Great Afifilause.) 
After dwelling on the advantages 
that would result to the great cause 
from an extensive circulation of the 
iloly Scriptures among the soldiery, 
asin foreign countries they would 
act as missionaries, the artillery- 
man concluding his affecting and in- 
teresiing speech amidst loud plau- 
dits. ‘The motion was approved and 
the meeting then adjourned. 


Sto 


Extract of a Letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Briiish and For- 
cign Bible Society, dated 

London, March 2. 

“Tt will afford you pleasure ta 
learn, that in the Russian Empire, 
the Lible Societies are making rapid 
progress ; being now at least seven 
in number, which are engaged in 
printing the Holy Scriptures in ten 
different languages.” 








Meeting of the Society for the Promotion of Good Morals. 


At a Meeting of the Connecticut Society for the Promotion of Good 
Morals, at the State House in Hartford, May 19, 1814 ; in conformity: to 
the provision of the Constitution of the Society, the following persons were 
chosen to the Offices annexed to their names respectively, for the year 


ensuing : 


JOHN TREADWELL, Esq. President. 


Hon. ZEPHANIAH SWIFT, 
Hon, TAPPING REEVE, 
Hon. SIMEON BALDWIN, 


: Vice-Presidents. 


JEREMIAH DAY, Esq. Corresponding Secretary). 
THOMAS DAY, Esq. Recording Secretary. 


Gen. JEDIDIAH HUNTINGTON, 
Hon. ROGER M. SHERMAN, 
SYLVANUS BACKUS, Esq. 


Rev. CALVIN CHAPIN, 


Committee. 


SYLVESTER GILBERT, Esq. 
Rev. LYMAN BEECHER, 
Gen. GARRIT SMITH, 


The Society having appointed a Committee to prepare an Abstract ci 
ranch Societies for the 


tae Communications received from the numerous 
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‘Extract.... Installation....Ordinaiion.... Donations. 
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purpose of having it published in the “ Connecticut Evangelical Maga- 
zine ;” it isexpected our readers will have opportunity to obtain a further 
knowledge of this important Institution. 

On the evening of the eighteenth of May, an appropriate Sermon wag 
delivered before the Society, by the Rev. Calvin Chafun, of Wetherstield, 
of which a copy was requested for publication. 


—_——_—_—_ —-—-- 


Extract from the last will and testament of Mrs. Elizabeth Brainerd, 
late of Haddam, deceased. 


“I give and bequeath unto the Missionary Society of Connecticut, Five 
Hundred Dollars, to be disposed of by them, as they may deem proper, in 


the cause of religion.” 


———— aw 
——_—_—<— 


Installaiion and Ordination. 


On Wednesday May 25, 1814, 
the Rev. HENRy P. STRONG was 
installed to the work of the gospel 
ministry and pastoral charge of the 
church and society of Woodbury. 


At the same time Mr. JosEpu 
TREAT was ordained as an Evan- 
gelist with the view to be employed 
as a missionary in the western parts 
of the United States. The introduc- 
tory prayer was offered by the Rev. 





Joshua Williams, of Harwinton; 
sermon by the Rev. Mr. Strong, of 
Somers ; the consecrating prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Gridley, of Water- 
town ; the charge by the Rev. Na- 
than Perkins, D. D. of West-Hart- 
ford ; the right hand _of fellowship 
by the Rev. Luther Hart, of Ply- 
mouth ; the Rev. Mr. Goodrich, of 
Berlin made the consecrating pray- 
er. The singing good, the audience 
large, attentive, and sclemn. 








Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


From a freind of Missions, in Sharon, Ellsworth Society, $1 60 
From Rev. Timothy Harris, collected in new settlements, 6 75 


From Rev. Joseph Treat, 


co. do. 0 50 


From a friend of Missions, in Woodstock, a Donation, . 40 00 


From a Young Lady of Cheshire, a Donation, . 


10 00 


From Mr. Benjamin Beecher, of Cheshire, a Donation, 147 00 


$ 205 





